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EDITORIALS 


Re Te Of Orthodoxy 
“« ¥% ‘On. Evangelism 


The intensity of. the evangelistic spirit of a man 
is-measuyed by his belief in certain causative doc- 
trines. e is not concerned much about things 
that do not matter. We do not waste time, nor 
monty sthought, on something that is not es- 
sential. are we zealous for that about which 
we are in doubt. When we believe something is 
necessary beyond any doubt and that we are re- 
sponsible we become tremendously concerned. 


If one does not believe in the inspiration and 
inerrancy of the Bible he cannot speak with au- 
thority and zeal for anything it says. He is con- 
fined to a “perhaps” which kills the power of any 
proposition. If God did not move upon the minds 
and hearts and wills of men to cause them to 
write His purpose and will, then all utterances 
about the Bible become as sounding brass. Unless 
God did this, we do not know that He actually 
loves us and sent His Son to provide salvation for 
us, and our messages about God’s love are only 
poor poetic sentiment. Imagine a lover making 
love with such doubts in his mind. But if the Bible 
is not the Word of God with all its divine passion, 
just what is the Bible, and how do you account 
for its fruits? It is either a forgery, a dream, a 
myth, or what it is claimed to be—the Word of 
God which lives and abides forever. 


If one does not believe in the Deity of Christ 
without any sort of doubt, how can he declare 
with any earnestness or sincerity the Saviourhood 
of Christ and the necessity of embracing Him as 
He is offered in the Gospel? If His name is not 
the only name by which we must be saved, we are 
not likely to become interested in His name. But 
if He is not the only way, the truth and the life, 
just what is He? An imposter, one who is deluded, 
or He is what the Bible declares Him to be, “the 
blessed and only Potentate,” our Saviour and our 
God. Didn’t someone sometime ago propose to 
unite all religious bodies on the proposition to 
deny the deity of Christ? Union upon denials! 
How can one become earnest by advocating de- 
nials? Only as one believes with all his heart that 
Christ is the power of God unto salvation can he 
burn with divine unction as he lifts Him up. 


If one does not believe in the Personality of 
the Holy Spirit he fails at the start. For the Holy 
Spirit is in charge of the whole work of redemp- 
tion since Christ ascended. We are in the dis- 
pensation of the Spirit. And the Spirit is not 
merely the power of God let loose in the world. 
Power and personality do not always go together. 
The Spirit makes us partakers of redemption pur- 
chased by Christ by working faith in us. Without 
this work of the Holy Spirit our messages will not 
be persuasive nor create desires to be saved. He 
not only inspired the Word but gives His messen- 
gers their holy passion and utterance. We often 
wonder what has become of that unction so com- 
mon in the decades gone and which gave such irre- 
sistible power to the simple messages? Have we 
not grieved the Holy Spirit by ignoring Him? Mr. 
Moody, Dr. Chapman, Dr. Pearson, Frank Hall 
Wright and others preached and depended on the 
Holy Spirit for their power—and that power ac- 
companied the messages. Great doctrines poured 
out under the power of the Holy Spirit will always 
bring results. We have neglected the Holy Spirit 
and depended too much on machinery, organiza- 
tion and the natural gifts of man. And our record 
is a poor one. The early Church progressed by re- 
lying on the Spirit, on prayer and the Word of 
God. Souls were added. Let the whole Church 
preach for one month on the Holy Spirit and see 
what the result will be. We are passing by the 
source of power—great doctrines baptized by the 
Holy Spirit. 


Apply any doctrine to this test and one wil 
find the same result: truth—the great doc 
truths presented under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit is the source of the evangelistic power We 
seek. “Take heed unto thyself and unto the doc 
trine; continue in them; for in doing this thou 
shalt both save thyself and them that mort 


Tall And Straight 


Because Deep 


The tallest redwood tree is in Humboldt State 
Park in California. It towers into the heavens 
feet. Its height is the length of a football fi 
with 64 feet on top of that. There it stands in® 
its majesty and glory, having slowly risen to Wil 
great height through the long, long centuries. It® 
the object of visiting tourists and naturalists from 
all over the world. It stands tall and straight 
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strong and has successfully defied all the storms 
and tempests that have beaten upon it. As one 
stands in its august presence in silent amazement 
and follows the fingers of the centuries pointing 
men to the heavens and to God his mind seeks for 
its secret. 


All unseen, deep in the cold earth, is the rootage 
of this royal tree. Its roots cover between three 
gnd four acres; 17,000 square yards. Millions of 
tiny and larger roots are reaching out and con- 
santly taking up the refreshing water and chem- 
jal strength hidden in the soil. Day and night the 
rootage keeps every part of this great giant green 
and growing. 
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For a life that is tall and straight and strong 
there must be a vast, ample, inner source. No 
other secret will explain its tall, strong symmetry 
and beauty. Nothing else can sustain it amid the 
storms and tempests that suddenly and with such 
dire power break upon it. Therefore we are not 
surprised to hear, the most majestic of all man- 
kind, Himself also the Son of God, revealing His 
own source of life abundant, as He cries: Come 
unto Me all ye that labor and are heavy laden 
and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you 
and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart; and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For 
My yoke is easy and My burden is light ... Blessed 
are the pure in heart for they shall see God.” 

—S. McPh. G. 








Why Precipitate More Lawsuits? 


By Judge C. Ellis Ott* 


Mergers and unions of religious organizations 

hve been the occasion of numerous lawsuits. 
These have left in their wake much bitterness 
and dissatisfaction. Instead of creating unity 
and Christian brotherhood, they have often 
brought about the opposite result. Few things 
hurt the church more than factional strife which 
reaches the courts for settlement. Page after 
page of the law reports are taken up with accounts 
of regrettable lawsuits among religious groups 
or factions contending for the control of church 
property. 


It is not an uncommon thing for the proponents 
of union of the Southern and the Northern Pres- 
byterian Churches to refer to those of us who 
oppose the union as a divisive element in our 
church. If such charges are to be made (and 
there is no occasion for them to be made by 
tither side), would it not be more logical to refer 
to the proponents of union as the divisive group, 
a it is obvious that success of the cause which 
they advocate will bring dissension and division 
m our church? And, judging from past experi- 
ences, can it not be said that the forcing of a 
uion under present conditions is inviting further 
disagreeable litigation among our people? 


One of the most famous lawsuits affecting our 
turch grew out of the controversy which arose 
wer certain political deliverances and pronounce- 
ments of the Northern Assembly during and fol- 
lowing the Civil War. These deliverances of the 
orthern Assembly had for their popes the 
‘eercion of Presbyterians in sympathy with the 
eeeding Southern States by forcing them to 

owledge loyalty to the Federal government 
ind in denouncing slavery. The Presbytery of 
louisville adopted and published a declaration 
ind testimony protesting the action of the North- 
tm Assembly as being beyond its power and juris- 
tition. The Northern Assembly in 1866 denounced 
the “declaration and testimony,” and arraigned 
for trial at the next Assembly the signers there- 
and the members of the Presbytery who voted 
ot this declaration calling in question the power 
e Assembly. This action caused a schism in 

uisville Presbytery and the local churches 
that Presbytery, including the Walnut Street 
: sbyterian Church. In the latter church a ma- 
Mrity of the members who area the deliver- 
Mees of the Assembly undertook to retain posses- 


Fass. 


sion of the church property, but the minority 
faction which adhered to the Assembly were 
recognized by that body as the true members of 
the Walnut Street Church. The title of the case 
is Watson vs. Jones, 13 Wall. 679, 20 L.ed. 666. 


In that case the United States Supreme Court 
laid down the legal principle that the decision 
of the highest court of the church to which the 
question has been carried is conclusive, insofar 
as the interpretation of the creed, doctrine, cus- 
toms, practices and government of the church is 
concerned, and the civil courts will accept these 
decisions as final when passing on property rights 
as between two factions in a local church. So 
that in the Watson-Jones case the minority group 
which had been recognized by the Northern As- 
sembly as the true members of the local church 
was held by the court to be entitled to the con- 
trol and possession of the church property. Ac- 
cording to the legal principle announced in that 
case and followed in many other cases, it can be 
seen that, while the civil courts will interfere to 
protect property rights where there is a contest, 
the decision often turns on some decision or ruling 
of a church court, even though that church body 
is not a party to the litigation at all. 


It is claimed that the proposed plan of Union 
protects the property rights of local churches, 
Presbyteries and Synods in a provision inserted 
in the proposed Plan to the effect that in case 
of actual dispute or litigation relating to the 
property of particular churches, Presbyteries or 
Synods, which before the union were under the 
jurisdiction of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States (the Southern Church), the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the united church agrees not to 
be a party to such litigation nor to make any de- 
liverances directly relating to them unless re- 
quested so to do by the Regional Synod of juris- 
diction. Even so eminent an authority on church 
government as Dr. Lingle in an article in one of 
our church papers about a year ago fell into error 
in making the statement that the above provision 
in the proposed Plan of Union makes the Regional 
Synods in the South the final authority where 
property rights are involved. 


Under the Plan the General Assembly of the 
united church, and not the Regional -Synods, is 
given the authority to decide questions of doctrine, 
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discipline and the interpretation of the consti- 
tution of the church. Questions affecting the mem- 
bership of churches, Presbyteries and synods, their 
discipline and control, are constitutional questions 
which must be finally decided by the General As- 
sembly, and the decision of this body is the one 
that would be accepted by the civil courts, the 
decision of which questions would affect the prop- 
erty rights involved in the court action. The Gen- 
eral Assembly of the united church would not have 
to be a party to the litigation (in fact, it could 
hardly be a party thereto), nor would it have to 
make a deliverance directly affecting the contro- 
versy. An illustration will show what could and 
probably would happen in many cases relative to 
the property of a local church. 


Southside Presbyterian Church was organized 
fifty years ago under a Presbytery of the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church. The church building 
was constructed by gifts from the original mem- 
bers and has since been enlarged by donations 
made by the members from time to time. There 
has grown up in this church an intense love for 
and devotion to the traditions and customs of the 
Southern Church. A union with the Northern 
Church is effected under the proposed Plan. The 
congregation of the Southside Church feel that 
the church property was given as a place of wor- 
ship for the members of that church, and ninety 
per cent of the members vote to form an inde- 
pendent church or join another organization which 
they feel will more nearly carry on the beliefs 
and traditions of the Southern Church. The re- 
maining ten per cent of the members of the South- 
side Church adhere to the united church, and 
bring a suit against the ninety per cent to secure 
possession of the church property. Whether or 
not the ten per cent constitute the true member- 
ship of the church must be finally settled by the 
General Assembly, and that body having ruled 
that all members of a local church who remain 
loyal to the united church shall be recognized as 
the true members of the local church, it is clear 
that when the civil courts accept the ruling of the 
highest court of the church on that question, the 
result is for the court to award the property to 
the ten per cent of the congregation. It will be 
seen that the action of the Assembly was the de- 
cisive factor in the award of the property by the 
courts to the ten per cent, although the General 
Assembly was not a party to the litigation, and 
made-no deliverance directly relating to the con- 
troversy. 


Perhaps the merger (or as some courts put it, 
the attempted merger) of the Cumberland Pres- 
byterian Church with the Northern Presbyterian 
Church caused more litigation than any other one 
thing in the whole history of Presbyterianism. 
Cases are reported in almost every state where 
the Cumberland church has local churches. The 
litigation involved principally questions of the 
right of possession and control of property be- 
longing to the local congregations of the Cumber- 
land Church. Questions raised by this litigation 
involved the power of the General Assembly of 
the Cumberland Church to declare the merger ef- 
fective, the rights of majority factions to local 
church property as affected by the merger, and 
the indirect power of the church judicatories in 
making decisions which ultimately affected the 
decisions of the civil courts in passing on the 
rights to church property. In most of these cases, 
the principles announced in the Watson-Jones case 
were applied, resulting in many cases of the ma- 
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jority in the local church being dispossessed jn 
favor of the minority. 


Perhaps it will be urged by those who favor 
union that there will be no occasion for litigation 
under the proposed Plan of Union for the reason 
that these legal principles are well established, 
and there would be no reason for a majority in 
a local church unfavorable to the union to attempt 
to withdraw or hold possession of church prop- 
erty; that this majority would be forced to go 
along with the minority favorable to the union, 
and thus the solidity of the church as a whole 
would be maintained. Doubtless this consideration 
would induce the majority in many churches to go 
along with the new set up, but it is certain that 
many majorities would exhibit their characteristic 
Presbyterian independence and refuse to go along 
as dissatisfied adherents, but invoke the aid of 
the civil courts to pass on their claims relative to 
their property rights. Fairly good reasons can 
always be found for a lawsuit on such questions. 
In fact, the courts are not so uniform in their 
decisions on these questions as to preclude the 
possibility of some modifications in the legal prin- 
ciples under varying circumstances. A few of these 
possibilities may be indicated. 


In the first place, while as a general rule the 
courts will accept the decision of the highest 
church court as to the right of two church organi- 
zations to merge, yet where the creeds, practices 
and customs of the two church organizations are 
substantially different, the courts will inquire 
into the question of whether or not the com 
solidation of the two bodies might operate as 4 
diversion of the property owned by a constituent 
body from its original purpose to a different and 
dissimilar purpose. While there might not appear 
to be a great deal of difference in the Standards 
of the Northern and the Southern Presbyterian 
Churches as contained in the Plan of Union, yet 
it is obvious from what has been written on the 
subject that there is quite a difference in the be 
liefs, practices and customs of the two churches 
as actually carried out in practice and as shown 
by the differences in the interpretation of the 
Standards of the two churches. It is entirely 
possible that in a legal contest over property 
rights, it could be shown, to the satisfaction of 3 
court, that these differences are so great a. 
amount to a breach of trust to force a majority 
in a congregation, Presbytery or Synod to delive 
to a minority its property to be used for a 
pose substantially different from that for ch 
the property was acquired or donated. Indeed, this 
very question was presented to the court m oo 
cases of Ramsey v. Hicks, 87 N.E. 1091, 
Boyles v. Roberts, 121 S.W. 805, and _ these t? 
courts indicated that the doctrine, creed and pr 
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tices of the Cumberland Church and those of the 
Northern Church were so different that to carry 
wer the property acquired by the local church 
while it was a part of the Cumberland Church to 
the Presbyterian body of the consolidated church 
would amount to a diversion of the property from 
an implied trust. 


It is needless to say that a legal controversy 
between factions of a congregation, Presbytery 
a Synod involving control and possession of 
property belonging to one of these bodies wherein 
one side made the contention that the doctrine, 
beliefs and practices of the Southern and the 
Northern Churches were substantially different, 
and to support this contention the deliverances 
and practices of the two churches should be in- 
troduced in evidence, not only would a great deal 
of il feeling be engendered and _ undesirable 
publicity produced, but neither side to the contro- 
versy could predict with any degree of certainty 
the final results of such a controversy. 


In the second place, there are now, and doubt- 
less will be other grants and acquisitions of prop- 
ety impressed with a trust to be used for certain 
specified religious purposes, and it is impossible 
to foresee at this time just how much property 
impressed with these trusts would be affected by 
the union and how much litigation might be pre- 
tipitated by a merger. Obviously, if church prop- 
erty is donated or acquired with a specific pro- 
vision that the property is to be held and used 
by the congregation, Presbytery or Synod so long 
as the body remains under the jurisdiction of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church and it is further 
stipulated that the congregation, Presbytery or 
Synod should decide the disposition of the prop- 
erty in case the body is no longer under the juris- 
diction of the Southern Church, a serious ques- 
tin would be presented as to whether the prop- 
erty would be decreed by the courts to go with 
aminority adhering to the united church. 


And in the third place, most local churches 
are, or may be, incorporated as religious societies, 
and there may be provisions in their charters pro- 
viding that the church property shall be held sub- 
ject to the control and disposition of the religious 
corporation in such manner as the members may 
decide in accordance with the charter. In such 
a situation, the civil courts might hold that the 
members of the corporation had the power to 
decide what particular denomination or religious 
sect the property should be used to support. In 
the two cases of Wilson v. Livingstone, 58 N.W. 
646 and Petty v. Tooker, 21 N.Y. 267, the courts 
of ‘two separate states held that an incorporated 
teligious society had the right to change the use 
of its church property for the benefit of one de- 
homination to that of another so long as the prop- 
erty was used for religious purposes. 


The general impression of most members of a 
Presbyterian church is that the church property 
delongs to the congregation. This is true accord- 
ing to the Book of Church Order. The Presbyterian 
‘ystem contemplates that the congregation can 
Worship in whatever type of building its members 
may decide to erect. They may build a structure 
approaching the grandeur of Solomon’s Temple if 

ey choose to contribute the funds necessary to 
weet such an edifice, or they may choose to 
=e in the simplest kind of frame building 
— backless benches on which to sit. And the 

hgregation may sell, mortgage or dispose of its 


Moperty without obtaining the approval of any 


church court. The only instance in which the Pres- 
bytery is given control over the property of a 
local congregation is where the church is dis- 
solved, or has ceased to function as a church, 
and where the congregation has made no dispo- 
sition of the property. The purpose of this pro- 
vision in Paragraph 158 of the Book of Church 
Order is to protect church property which has 
been abandoned, or ceases to be used for church 
purposes. Many states have statutes providing 
that the head of an ecclesiastical organization 
shall have the right to take over the property of 
a constituent body where such local organization 
ceases to exist and no one claims the property. 
But these statutes usually give a certain length of 
time for anyone claiming an interest in the prop- 
erty to assert that claim. 


The very genius and polity of the Presbyterian 
system contemplates that the power of church 
courts shall not extend to the decision of civil 
and political affairs; their jurisdiction is confined 
to the spiritual and ecclesiastical affairs of the 
church. Book of Church Order, Sections 57 and 
58. Presbyterians believe in local self-government 
in all matters affecting property and material af- 
fairs. There are some who want to centralize 
control of the affairs in some centralized body, 
even though this centralized body has no title 
to the property and makes no contribution to its 
acquisition. The Presbyterian system recognizes 
that, in order to secure uniformity in doctrine, 
creed and discipline it is necessary that church 
courts be given the right to decide all matters 
pertaining to the spiritual and ecclesiastical af- 
_— - all the churches forming part of the whole 
church. 


The Southern Presbyterian Church has a place 
to fill in the territory where it operates. It main- 
tains the respect and co-operation of all other 
creeds and denominations, and recognizes the need 
of all other sects and groups who are striving 
to further the interests of God’s Kingdom in all 
parts of the World. It stands firm in upholding 
the great fundamentals upon which it was found- 
ed. It is at peace with all other religious denomi- 
nations, and enjoys peace and good will within 
its own membership. Let us not disturb this peace 
and harmony by further agitating union which, 
if accomplished under present conditions, will 
bring strife and controversy which can but injure 
the cause in which we are all engaged. If the 
agitation must continue, let us submit the ques- 
tion for decision at once and be done with the 
matter at least for many years to come. 


*Bogalusa, La. 


——<67W“2.re—.—___ 


The article printed above, by Judge C. Ellis 
Ott, entitled “Why Precipitate More Law- 
suits?” is being reprinted as a folder. We will 
gladly send any Church enough copies for 
each Elder to have one. Postage will be appre- 
ciated. Just let us know how many you can 
profitably use. For general distribution these 
are available at $1.00 per hundred postpaid. 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company, 
Weaverville, N. C, 
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Outpost Evangelism - It Works! 


By Rev. C. A. Calcote* 


If I were riding a fast train and suddenly rea- 
lized that it was not running I’d get off. Then I’d 
board the next thing moving in my direction. No 
matter how comfortable the seats, nor how high- 
classed the passengers riding thereon, I’d simply 
1ave to try something else that would achieve my 
destination. We of Aveleigh Church espouse the 
strategy of outpost evangelism because it evan- 
gelizes. It works! All the theories of evangelism 
have been theorized and recommended. We’ve tried 
a highly educated ministry. We’ve tried great (?) 
preaching. We’ve tried elaborate churches and 
equipment and all the rest. But by their fruits we 
know them. There are always exceptions but they 
are exceptions, and we have yet to satisfactorily 
explain how and why with all those things we 
manage to continue our historical, denominational 
position of shrinking. 


A plantation Negro boy accepted a ten-dollar 
bet that he couldn’t ride a particularly firey mus- 
tang mule. No other man had been able to ride 
him. At the appointed time fer the ride, with all 
the previously vanquished would-be riders stand- 
ing about to witness the successful rider’s feat, 
the dangerous little mule was led out into a newly 
plowed field. The rider mounted him. The firey 
anima] didn’t like it and attested the fact by some 
preliminary plunges. The rider stuck fast. But the 
mule had plans of his own, and with one teriffic 
bolt forward, followed by a sudden stoppage with 
front feet driven into the earth and the trailing 
parts high in the dusty air, the rider flew higher, 
taking about five feet altitude clearance. Upon 
landing flat in the soft soil, he sprang to his feet, 
viewing the startled spectators and brushing his 
soiled garments, he shouted: ‘“‘That’s the way to 
do it, boys; when you see you gwine to get throw- 
ed—get off of ’em!” 


Just so! It verily appears we have been thrown 
off schedule in our old evangelistic strategy. We’re 
not so proud of our history in that respect. Now, 
let’s get off and board something that moves and 
works in our direction. This is Chapel Year. Our 
Assembly has sent us Dr. McLaughlin and his out- 
post evangelistic program for such a time as this. 
Outpost evangelism works. Many can attest. 


More completely than any former approach we 
have ever had, this program, in one endeavor, 
catches up the entire gamut of Christian objec- 
tives. Its home missions, foreign missions, Chris- 
tian education, evangelism, religious education, 
stewardship, and all the rest one could say about 
the fulfilment of the Great Commission. Here is a 
workable program of evangelism that will revive 
the Mother Church. It solves local church troubles. 
No “School of Missions” can ever approach it in 
inspiring a church membership in the meaning of, 
“Go ye therefore ... ’’ Members first learn that 
“go” does not mean “send.” The church partici- 
pating in this program ceases to theorize and be- 
gins to testify of what great things the Lord hath 
done through it. It is not to neglect the “‘inpost” 
by any means; rather it accentuates the power, 
influence and growth of the Mother Church. 
There’s no other strategical, evangelistic approach 
in our Church, in which more of our people can 
find more things for which they feel “cut out” to 
do than this one. This gives people courage and a 
spiritual uplift. Believe it or not, people like it. 


They like it because it works. Nothing succee,; 
like success. 
A V-12 naval officer said: “Could I get in op 
that outpost program?” He got in and liked it. 
A deacon said: “I see now what I’ve been mis. 
ing.” He superintends an outpost of 40 newly eon. 
verted church members, a Sunday School of 59 
attendants, a young people’s organization and 4 
weekly prayer meeting started of his own aceord, 
He likes it. He was recently responsible for five 
adult professions at least. Five years ago he merely 
sat in the Bible Class and said nothing, if and 
when he came at all. An elder said: “I beean this 
in protest, but I find it the chief joy of my church 
life.” A young person said: “I’ve always lonzed 
for something like this to do.” A leading druecist 
of another denomination said: “Do you have room 
for me to go with you tonight out to the mission?” 
He went and volunteered the price of son 
equipment when no one had asked it. He saw four 
baptisms and two professions. He’s a 
now. 

The Lord working in this program at Salem 
with three members and no program at all for- 
merly, gave the church 103 members and a Sun- 
day school and Y. P. organization. Bethany came 
from death unto life with a Sunday 1 
75. Old Little River church grew from three 
bers and stagnation to a congregation of 180 men- 
bers and a new brick building. According to the 
local sheriff, this program has done more for the 
morals of Helena, a suburb of Newberry, than 
the law has ever done. There’s a nice building 
and a regular Sunday school here. It worked at 
Queens outpost with a new building and a congre- 
gation of 40 new converts by the time it was eight 
months of age. It is working at McCullough with 
a congregation of 30 members meeting in a school 
house, but funds are in hand for a brick building. 
Shady Grove was dead but is now alive with a 
Sunday school and full program. Shady Grove, 
like Little River and Bethany, refused to dissolve 
in favor of the outpost program. All these at- 
tempts by Aveleigh succeed to the present. The 
Lord’s dare, “Prove me and see . ” works. The 
Lord never fails. 


The writer visiting in a city of 100,000 popu- 
lation, was told by the pastor of the First Church 
there that the city was predominantly Presby- 
terian. The reply was: “I can hardly believe it. 
“It is true nevertheless,” he said. Then the writer 
queried: “How did it ever get that way?” The 
answer was interesting: “In the early years of the 
history of this church it had two successive mission 
minded pastors who, through the congregations 
help, planted outposts throughout the city and 
suburbs, hence the strong churches here.” That 
is a simple story of how it simply works. 


The old-fashioned chopping axe is a simple sort 
of thing. But it is a disturbing tool. The disturb 
ing thing about it is not its keen-cutting edge, but 
the handle that begs for my hands. This outpost 
2vangelism is a handle pointing straight toward 
our hands. The old strategy has thrown us. Lets 
get off and take hold of this new handle. It works: 

How can we do it? Just “Go .. .” The rest ® 
the Lord’s business. 


*Newberry, S. C. 
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It is with the intent to increase the efficiency 
of our men preparing for the ministry of the 
gospel through the Theological Seminaries to the 
fyllest, that we call attention to the following 
facts: 










Dr. Ernest Gordon (Boston), in The Sunday 
School Times, for December 23, 1944 (under 
“4 Survey of Religious Life and Thought), wrote 
on “The Bible and the Seminaries” in these 
thought provoking words: ‘A student in Union 
Theological Seminary, New York, Paul Meacham, 
after comment on Dr. Karl Barth’s “The Strange 
New World Within the Bible,” says: ‘Living as a 
theological student in the midst of theological 
students, I am concerned most with the danger of 
men really getting into the world of the Bible. 
lia man is to find God’s Word in the Bible he 
must have an accurate and detailed knowledge 
of the contents of that library of books. 
















“Any examination of licentiates for the ministry 
wil testify that an alarming proportion of 
theological students do not command an accurate 
and detailed knowledge of the contents of the 
Biblee Many would-be theologians know less about 
the material in the Bible entirely aside from 
arguments concerning its composition and interpre- 
tation than did their humble laymen grandparents. 
This kind of ignorance is inexcusable. Most con- 
gregations expect many things from a minister. 
Among these things they take it for granted that 
he is an authority concerning the Scriptures. Often 
the seminaries which train ministers take it for 
granted that students already have a command of 
the contents, or that, with the stimulus of an intro- 
duetory course, they will proceed for their own 
good to make themselves authorities. Sometimes 
students assume that they actually have enough 
‘general knowledge’ about the Bible from Sun- 
day School days—ask the examiner of licentiates 
for the ministry. 
















































































































“The new theology (i.e, the present-day 
tepudiation of modernism. E. G.) says it is 
‘biblical.’ Theology says the Bible emphasizes the 
tenscendence of God; the Bible tells the truth 
avout the sinful state of man; the Bible preaches 
ie saving work of Christ. Very well. But if the 
theologian is to be competent he needs to know 
Woen and how the Bible says these things, and 
what the circumstances were.” 

































































The 

the Out of long association and experience with 
on- | ‘andidates, licentiates and preachers of any and 
yn’s every sort in different sections of our country, 
and # South and North, East and West, I am quite 
hat @ *VYare of the pressing need for greater stress in 











this direction at HEADQUARTERS, for giving 
every theological student a thorough training in 
the Mastery of the Bible (its truths and facts) as 
2 whole as never before. In my long and some- 
what broad observation and contacts, I glean that 
many preachers of today are to a large degree 
‘veaking on matters outside the Word of God too 
much for their own and others’ good, and are 
studying to be popular in their presentation of 
‘emes of various sorts, and study overmuch books 
atound the Beok of Books instead of coming to 
lips with the facts and words of the BOOK 
SELF for personal life and use with humanity 







































































What We Get Is What We Give Out Of The Bible 


By Rev. Chas. O’N. Martindale, Ph.D., D.D.* 


to save and to edify. 


Ask yourself, individually, Professor, when any 
average man leaves the Seminary, what first hand 
study of the Word has he done other than upon 
the Hebrew and Greek and Aramaic texts, and 
how much of the Word of God’s Living Messages 
for men and for the times does he carry with 
him? Has he learned much of the Living Word, 
does he take with him the Best out of the Word 
of God and the Best Way to Get Things Out of 
the Word? Has he become a real Exegete or only 
an Eisegete? Is he a master in getting out of the 
Book what is really in the Book for mankind? 
Or is he one who is constantly putting into the 
interpretation of the Book other meaning or ideas 
that do not belong there and justly have no place 
in real Bible Preaching and teaching? Does he 
treat preaching and teaching and personal appli- 
cation of the Word of God as a life and death 
matter or merely sermonic or address preparation? 


Does he realize his work in and with the Holy 
Scriptures is vital and indispensable to his own 
Christian robustness of life? Do our candidates 
and licentiates reveal clear-cut conceptions of 
what it means to be a Christian, and how to get 
the most out of the Book of God and how best to 
put across the truths and facts of the Word of 
God into the everyday lives of their fellows? 


Are there not too many leaders resorting to 
means and agencies other than the Book of God 
and the Christ of God and the Spirit of God and 
Prayer to God to attract people, to draw a crowd, 
to build up a denomination, to increase a church’s 
popularity—rather than seeking just to know the 
Lord Jesus Christ and to help to make Him known 
to the Church and to the world? 


Will you not put a heightened emphasis on 
these very essential things in the seminary work 
for the good of the churches this new year— 
Professors and Student? The Lord lead you and 
help you! “Study to show thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the Word of Truth.” (II Tim. 
2:15), Paul’s urging to a budding young preacher 
who would make a real success of his life and 
ministry. 


(Note: Of course I believe in the thorough study 
of the Bible in the original languages as abso- 
lutely fundamental; but, whether a man has so 
studied it or can or not, he must know his Bible 
in the vernacular to win and teach and train lives 
for Christ and the Church out of the immediate 
surroundings in which he must live and labor as 
a Christian witness of Christ unto others.) 


*Baton Rouge, La. 


——(, <2 eo __——_ 


BAPTISM 

By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. Third print- 
ing. Now a 40-page booklet. Headings and sub- 
heads make material easily available for busy peo- 
ple. Keeps close to the Bible. Bible references 
cited are also quoted. uk 

Prices are low. $3.00 will supply 25 families; 
$10.00, 100 families. : 

Order from The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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Preaching To Men Of The 20th Century 


By Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D.* 


II Tim. 5:1-2: “I charge thee therefore before 
God and the Lord Jesus Christ who shall judge 
the quick and the dead at His appearing and His 
kingdom—Preach the word; be instant in season, 
out of season, reprove, rebuke and exhort with 
all longsuffering and doctrine.” 


Since we last met as a Synod many events of 
transcendent importance have occurred, as it were, 
before our very eyes. Two gigantic and horrible, 
but victorious, wars have come to an end and the 
devastating power of the atomic bomb has been 
revealed to our senses. 


We stand aghast at both the perils and the 
possibilities that lie ahead of us. We have been 
unable to even partially grasp the vast problems 
that are at hand in both church and state. We 
feel at times like Gulliver’s Lilliputians in the land 
of the giants. 


I am sure that if Bishop Coxe were living now, 
he would write the same words that he did a little 
more than a century ago: 


“We are living, we are dwelling 

In a grand and awful time, 

In an age on ages telling, 

To be living is sublime. 

Hark! the waking up of nations, 
Hosts advancing to the fray; 

Hark! what soundeth is creation’s 
Mustring for the latter day.” 


We seem to have come to the end of an old 
era and the beginning of a new one. There is 
a sort of converging of the ages in your time and 
mine, a changing of the tides of history. Some- 
times we are constrained with the Psalmist to 
cry out and to say, “If the foundations be de- 
stroyed what can the righteous do?” Such, how- 
ever, I think, is not and should not be the temper 
of our age. 


Our real privilege is to count our day one of 
superlative opportunity and matchless privilege 
and then gird ourselves for the task. 


What are we faced with in our world? There is 
an infantile Peace Plan not yet mature with age 
or experience. We have racial antagonisms 
smouldering and about to burst into flame. There 
is a rising tide of rancor between capital and labor 
as evidenced by mounting strikes and demands 
for higher and yet higher wages. There is social 
injustice on all hands. The disintegration of family 
life is simply appalling. Bishop Moore was preach- 
ing not long ago on the importance of woman’s 
place in the home. A woman bounced down the 
aisle at the close of the service and said: ‘Bishop, 
I guess you expect the women to stay at home 
from morning until night.” “No, madam,” he said, 
“Tm just trying to keep you home from night 
until morning.” 


Now, we have learned that we are harassed with 
Adult Delinquency rather than with Juvenile De- 
linquency. We’ve discovered it is not so much a 
young people’s problem but an old folk’s dilemma. 
We were faced with a dwindling Sunday School 
attendance from 1926-43, a drop of 60 percent 
over America, but thank God, the Religious Edu- 


cation Advance is trying to take up the slack— 
then go ahead. God knows we need it! 


We are confronted with the conflict with Roman 
Catholicism and its menace to Christianity. Besides 
this, over 60 millions are still outside the church 
and many millions inside are bewildered, con- 
fused and scattered. 


One could go on to paint the picture of the 
manifold problems of our secularized and material. 
istic age. Dire human need and scattered sheep 
are on every hand. The depression and the war 
combined have not brought us to our knees in hv- 
mility, in faith or in prayer. 


There is no great movement of men either 
crowding into the sanctuary or moving out into 
the harvest fields of human need and distress. 


What are we therefore to do in the face of un- 
precedented need and opportunity. What is to be 
the answer? 


Paul who turned the world upside down and 
changed the course of history for all time had the 
answer. Preach the word! Paul the great Christian 
strategist looking out upon Corinth with her 
temple of vice on Acrocorinthus where 1000 girls 
were consecrated to immorality every year, shout- 
ed, “Preach the Word’! Looking at Ephesus the 
seat of Diana’s worship and her hellish machina- 
tions and lusts could say, “Preach the Word!” 
Looking at Rome, the mistress of the world that 
was to slay the servants of God by the tens of 
thousands in the arena, “Preach the Word!” 


‘Paul seems to base his appeal on several im- 
portant considerations. I can only mention some 
of them. 


I. The Well Grounded Experience Of The 
Messenger. “And that from a child thou hast 
known the holy scriptures which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation.” Timothy was no stranger 
to the Word. Paul speaks of the “unfeigned faith 
which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and 
in thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded in 
thee also.””’ Here were deep Christian convictions. 
Here was the note of certitude and of faith. Here 
Was assurance and here was reality. This was no 
preacher that could have to guess and to wonder 
what it was all about. It was an experience rooted 
in the Word of God. Young Timothy had enjoyed 
a course of religious education in the old book 0 
God. “And that from a child thou hast known the 
holy scriptures which are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation.” 


Paul seems to claim Timothy as his child in the 
faith, but as a matter of fact, Timothy had learned 
of the great heroes of faith at his mother’s knee. 
He knew of Abraham, Jacob, of Moses and 0 
David, and he knew of the God whom they served. 
Faith had been planted in his soul early at 
nourished long. It had taken root in the deep sub 
soil of his tender nature. His character had beet 
moulded into something fine and rugged, noble 
and splendid. The Spirit of God had accomplished 
the alchemy of a new life. 


II. A Well Authenticated Message. “Preach th 
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Word!” He makes the monumental declaration in 
the preceding chapter, introducing our text: “All 
gripture is given by inspiration of God and is 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness, that the man 
of God may be perfect thoroughly furnished unto 
al] good works.” 


Brethren, I am becoming more and more con- 
vinceed that Biblical preaching is the need of our 
day. We must give our people more scriptural 
exposition, more doctrinal preaching,—giving them 
the gospel and then, “teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded you.” 
The men of the first century preached the word. 
It was this kind of preaching by which the Re- 
formers stirred the men and women of the fif- 
teenth and sixteenth centuries. Scotland is a 
monument to such preaching. In the eighteenth 
century George Whitfield and the Wesleys did not 
fail to give the whole counsel of God and two 
continents were moved heavenward in the process. 
Qur people will then be trained in stewardship, in 
missions, in sacrifice, in service and in evangelism. 


III. A Well Delivered Message. I am not think- 
ing now, about rhetoric, nor of oratory, as neces- 
sary as these things are. I am not thinking of 
finesse or Of polish, but I am thinking of passion 
and of power. There has been a sense of urgency 
and of earnestness in all great preaching. An 
Englishman who spent some time in America re- 
marked most pointedly on his return to England: 
“The average sermon I[ have heard in America was 
only a pious exhortation to nice people to go on 
being nice.” 


I want you to catch the peculiar urgency of 
Paul’s spirit for it was different. To him preach- 
ing had an element of awfulness about it. “I 
charge you therefore before God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ who shall judge the quick and the 
dead.” We are urged to preach as though we were 
looking right straight at the judgment throne of 
God. Did it ever occur to us that our congre- 
gations may rise up in the judgment day and 
point the finger of scorn and accusation at us be- 
cause we did not offer the whole counsel of God. 
They may say to you and to me that you discussed 
the great issues of time and eternity as though 
you were talking about a picnic, to be held next 
week,—instead of with all the pathos and agony 
of a dying man to dying men. 


Not long ago I read a great sermon by Philips 
Brooks on “The Shortness of Life.’”’ His text was, 
“Brethren, the time is short.” His very first sen- 
tence gripped my attention and was as follows: 
“The tone in which a man speaks often helps us 
to understand his meaning quite as much as the 
actual words he says.” My brethren, we need a 
flaming pulpit and soon we will have a flaming 
pew. John Welch, the son in law of John Knox 
once preached a moving sermon in which his hear- 
ers were bowed down as grain before the wind. 

hen someone asked him the secret of his power 
he replied: “Thirteen hours of knee-work preceded 
this message.”’ Such alone produces the earnest 
delivery that will touch the hearts of men. 


In conclusion, my brethren, let us have confi- 
ence as we preach the word, for the word of 
Christ has power indeed. The storm ceased and 
the waters were still when He spoke. Lazarus 
‘ame forth from his tomb. Tabitha rose from her 
bed of death. The leper was made clean of his 





vileness and the impotent man was made to walk. 
Worlds were created by the word of His power 
and that word shall not pass away! I covet for 
our Synod, for our denomination and for the 
Church of Christ throughout the world that she 
shall truly, “Preach the word!” 


*Pastor of the Central Presbyterian church, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Liberal Protestantism 
By Rev. Prof. Daniel Lamont, D.D.* 


Liberal Protestantism, which had such a the- 
ological vogue a generation ago, and which did 
so much to weaken the witness of Protestantism, 
erred in its doctrine of divine judgment not only 
in being untrue to Scripture, but also in being 
ethically unsound. Through the idea of God which 
it encouraged, it discouraged the idea of Divine 
judgment altogether. If it was right to use the 
word judgment in the sense of condemnation, then 
it was either self-acting, automatic, part of the 
mechanism of life, or it was a sentence which 
man, voluntarily or involuntarily, passed upon 
himself. Judgment was thus taken out of the hands 
of God, in order that God might be made to appear 
purely merciful. Even Aristotle, pagan though he 
was, was a sound enough moralist to recommend 
that a doctrine which is highly gratifying to sense 
should be examined carefully before being ac- 
cepted. Liberal Protestants, as a class, were not so 
particular. They desired a God whose name was 
Love, but who must not be the Judge of all the 
earth. But there is no such God; for a being of 
that kind would be non-moral. An age which 
dreams of a non-moral God is apt to be followed 
by an age which believes in no God at all. To 
justify the ways of God to man by denying that 
He is Judge is to take a direct step to atheism. 
The Evengelical Quarterly, Vii.iv,361. 


*University of Edinburgh, Moderator of the 
— Assembly of the Church of Scotland, 
1 ‘ 
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My Brother’s Keeper 


When John Dillinger, most notorious criminal of 
the ’30s, was a boy in his early teens, he was 
taken to court for some minor charge. He was re- 
leased on probation and went back to his parents 
— started attending a Sunday School at his little 
village. 


However, some of the parents in the school 
heard that a boy with a court record was attend- 
ing, went to his teacher and said: “If John Dil- 
linger continues to be in your class, I shall have 
to withdraw my son.” 


The teacher, not knowing what to do but anx- 
ious to keep favor of the parents, told John what 
had happened. 


He never returned and less than a score of years 
later was known and killed as the most dangerous 
criminal in the country. —Sunday. 
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DOWN WITH ’EM 


By James Longenecker* 


On the plains east of Bibanga, a mission station 
of the A.P.C.M., two missionaries were out tree- 
hunting in 1922. They were hunting for lumber 
for a hospital that +Kabemba, one of the mis- 
sionaries, was building. The other missionary’s na- 
tive name was {Ntalasha. 


As they traveled along Ntalasha spied a “lu- 
sanga” tree, a tree which grows to a fair height 
and makes good lumber. Later Kabemba sent a 
crew of sawyers to chop down the tree, near the 
Bakua Tshinene village east of Bibanga. After 
about three days he went out to see the tree which 
he thought would be ready to fall but to his great 
amazement there it stood without a chip out of it. 
To his greater amazement he found that the tree 
was no small one as he had concluded because of 
the distance at which he had first seen it, but a 
tree which three men could not touch hands 
around. 


He immediately sent for the gang of sawyers, 
and Mbelai, the foreman. 


“Mbelai, why have you not chopped down this 
tree when I sent you out here to do so?” 


“Well, Kabemba, we came out here but these 
people of the Bakua Tshinene village say that we 
can cut down the tree if we want to but that it 
has spirits in it and that we had better watch out 
for them if we chop it down,” explained Mbelai. 


This was a big tree which the natives had prob- 
ably held sacred for centuries and believed that 
anyone who bothered it would be in danger from 
the spirits. This was new business to Kabemba, 
but now that he had gone that far he would have 
to chop the tree down. He knew that if it were 
not done it would be told at the campfires of the 
chiefs all over the country that the spirits would 
not allow the white missionaries to chop the spirits’ 
tree and that the spirits of the black man were 
more powerful than the white man’s God. If this 
were to take place it would be a great obstruction 
to the work of the Mission. 


So Kabemba called the woodmen together 
around the tree and held a prayer meeting to ask 
the Lord’s protection over all the woodmen while 
the task was being performed. Then Kabemba 
picked up an axe and began to chop. The wood- 
men, seeing that he was not afraid, began to chop, 
too, and after days of work the tree was felled. 
It was found that the tree was about sixty feet 
from the base to the first branch and seven feet 
in diameter. 


Kabemba was just then in need of lumber about 
ten feet in length so he requested that a pit be 
dug beside the lesser extremity of the log, then, 
that a piece about ten feet long should be sawed 
off, rolled over onto the pit, and squared off and 
ripped into ten-foot planks. This Kabemba thought 
that the sawyers could do with ease, so he went 
back to the station. But he had not been there 
long when they sent word to him to send twenty 


more men because they could not move the log 
but Kebemba decided to exhibit some white man’s 
intelligence and so returned to the place with 4 
logging rope from the station. From a small los 
he manufactured a crude windlass and drove 
peg into the far side of the log and fastened the 
rope to it. 


The sawyers began to turn the windlass. The 
rope became taut and still more taut until “snap!” 
The big log had been too much for the heavy 
logging rope. Kabemba knew he couldn’t be beaten 
that way so he went back to the station and looked 
for something stronger. He found a big logging 
chain which he brought down and connected the 
same way as he had the rope. Then the sawyers 
began to turn for the second time. The chain be- 
came its tautest—then the links began to open! 


This time Kabemba felt he was pretty well 
beaten. He felt that he had done his best the last 
time but he also knew that if the stubborn log 
was not moved it would be told at the campfires 
of chiefs that the spirits of the black man allowed 
the tree to be chopped down but that was all. So 
he went back to the station and looked around 
everywhere to see if there could be any possible 
thing strong enough to pull the stubborn log. 


He thought of a cable but he didn’t have any. 
Finally he found a roll of barbed wire. He drove 
two stakes into the ground and wrapped the wire 
back and forth until the strands had reached the 
right thickness. In this way he made a crude but 
substantial cable. This he took to where the log 
lay and connected it to the log and windlass where 
the rope and chain had failed to do their duty. 


The men began to turn the windlass for the 
third time. The cable became tighter and tighter 
and all of a sudden the log budged! The long- 
waited-for result had at last come. Slowly but 
surely the log was eased over onto the pit. The 
stubborn log was well squared up and sawed into 
ten-foot planks. The rest of the tree was soon 
sawed into lengths and ripped into planks. 


After that experience Kabemba began to chop 
down smaller trees. But there was another lusanga 
tree south of Bibanga station on the plain. This 
one was larger than the first, and since there was 
no need for big timbers just then, Kabemba de- 
cided to wait awhile. But the rumor began to 
spread through the villages that Kabemba_ had 
chopped down the first but that he was afraid of 
the second. He knew that there was another battle 
to be fought, so one morning before breakfast he 
called his sawyers and the officers of the church 
together and a prayer meeting was held with the 
men and then they were sent off to chop down the 
second tree. 


They got cold feet when they arrived and sent 
back word for Kabemba and the church officers t0 
come down to the tree and have a prayer meeting 
there. So Kabemba and the officers trudged down 
to the tree. After the prayer meeting Kabemba 
picked up an axe and began to chop. 


“Did you hear what that woman over yonder 
said?” questioned one of the men in great excite 
ment. 
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“No, what did she say?” was 
reply. 


Kabemba’s 
“She said that the first man to lay an axe to 
‘hat tree would die before sunrise.” 


“Well, if I’m still alive tomorrow morning you’ll 
know that’s a lie,” responded Kabemba. 


Kabemba lived until the next morning and for 
nany days after that till he had seen the tree fall, 


and he is still living to tell the story. Neither were 
any of his men injured by the spirits. 


This shows how much Africa needs workers in 
the fields which are white unto the harvest to re- 


lease them from superstition and bring them to 
Christ. 


*Congo. 
+Kabemba: Rev. J. H. Longenecker. 
tNtalasha: Rev. G. T. McKee. 





——— 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 138 
The Outreach Of The Church 


Scripture: Acts 11:19-30; 12:24; 13:4; Ephe- 
sans 4:11-16. Devotional Reading: 1 Thessalonians 
5:12-23. 

Worship fits us for Service. Mountain top ex- 
priences give strength and zeal for the work to 
be done in the valley. Visions are followed by 
wices saying “Go” and “Come”. The Church is 
ni to spend all its time and energy and effort 
in worship, in expressing love and devotion and 
thanksgiving in this way. The Church is to Grow 
and multiply; to reach out and rescue and Save. 
Devotion is best expressed in service for others. 
Every Christian is a Sent person—a missionary. 
Our Devotional Readine (1 Thes. 5:12-23) is 
asort of transition from worshiping to witnessing. 
The first expression of our desire to serve is in 
w ministry to those within the church. We are 
to kighly esteem those who labor among us. We 
are to be at peace among ourselves so that we can 
witness to the world. We are to do all we can to 
straighten and strenethen the lives of our breth- 
ren; to rejoice and pray and follow the Spirit; 
to abstain from every form of evil; to be sancti- 
ied for service. The home base must be pure 
and strong before we can reach out to save the 


This outreach of the church is but the following 
i the last command of the Master: “Go ye into 
ai the world and preach the Gospel to every crea- 
ture, whole creation. (Mark 16:15). 


Acts 11:19-30—Beginning To Reach Out 

The early church was rather slow to grasp the 
heaning and import of these words. Persecution 
tad to come and force the Christians to flee be- 
1ore they that were scattered abroad went every- 
Where preaching the Word. In these verses we 
tnd the fugitives reaching “Phenice, and Cyprus 
and Antioch”, They were, however, preaching 
only to the Jews. 


_In Antioch they began to speak to the Grecians. 
‘he result was that “a great number believed, 
and turned to the Lord.” When this news came 
“ the church they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 


, #@ was a broad-minded Christian and when he 
tad seen the grace of God was glad and exhorted 
use Converts to cleave to the Lord. The character 
% barnabas is given in few words but these words 
tenole a great warm-hearted man. “He was a 
00d man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of 


faith.” It is no marvel that much people were 
added to the Lord. “3 


Barnabas was great in another respect. He 
knew of another man even better fitted for this 
work—-Saul of Tarsus—and he went to seek for 
him. Is not this a mark of a real Christian—to be 
willing for another to take the work we begin? 
Petty jealousy was unknown to Barnabas. 


These two continue a whole year and taught 
much people. So great did the movement become 
that the outsiders dubbed these men, “Christians.” 
“The disciples were called Christians first at 
Antioch.” 


This center of missionary activity soon looked 
out to see what further could be done, and it is 
noteworthy that the first thing they did was to 
send relief to the brethren in Judea. This “love 
gift’? was the first expression of gratitude to the 
home church. 

Acts 12:24 - 13:4—Reaching Further 


These verses continue the story interrupted by 
the events related in Chapter 12—the Release of 
Peter from prison and the death of Herod. 


“The word of God grew and multiplied.” Paul 
and Barnabas return from their mission to 
Jerusalem, bringing John Mark with them. 


The first four verses of chapter 13 tell of the 
sending out of the first missionaries. Notice that 
the move was directed by the Holy Spirit. “As 
they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy 
Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work whereunto I have called them.” Missions 
was born through prayer and commanded by the 
Spirit. We are afraid that some have been sent 
by mission boards and churches who have never 
been sent or called by the Holy Spirit. “Modern- 
ism” has dealt almost a death blow to missions in 
some lands, where the spirit of unbelief and com- 
promise prevail. 


These two men of faith, called by the Holy 
Spirit, were sent out by the church with laying on 
of hands, fasting, and prayer. It is a wonderful 
help to know that the whole church is behind us 
when we go out to other lands. 


They begin their First Missionary Journey by 
sailing to the island of Cyprus. 


Ephesians 4:11-16—Everybody “Reaching Out” 

Many kinds of workers are needed in this Great 
Business of the Church—Reaching Out to Save 
the lost. Some men are fitted for one phase of 
service, others for another. Some were Apostles, 
sent by the Lord Himself; some prophets, some 
evangelists; some pastors and teachers. Would it 
not be well for us to see this very clearly? The 
present writer feels this keenly. There seems to 
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be a critical attitude on the part of many pastors 
toward “evangelists.” Some of this may be justi- 
fied, for all callings may be abused and com- 
mercialized, but we ought to be very careful how 
we criticize. Even Moody was the object of criti- 
cism. God has used strange methods of arousing 
sinners and bringing revivals. 


All of us—pastors, teachers, evangelists—are 
working to one end—the building up of the Body 
of Christ. If evangelists can reach and stir people 
by unique and even sensational methods, and their 
peculiar “gifts’’, then we are to encourage them, 
pray for them, help them, and follow up their 
work by our teaching and pastoral work, training 
these “babes in Christ,” establishing them in the 
faith, so that they will not be carried away with 
every wind of doctrine. If we were more faithful 
here, there would be less room for the easy 
criticism that those who are brought into the 
church during these ‘Revivals’? soon go back into 
the world. Christ says “feed My sheep.” Is not a 
large part of the blame to be laid at our door? 
The life-saver on the coast may use rough and un- 
usual methods for bringing in drowning people. He 
expects us on the shore to care for those whom he 
rescues, while he goes out for others. Some of us 
feel guilty (certainly the writer) and we would 
pray that the Master make us more faithful and 
more careful and more loving. 


Will it not be a glorious day for the church 
when we all recognize the truth taught in this 
passage and all work together to reach out, save 
the lost, teach and train them to save others— 
always others? 


LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 25 


Christians Working Together 
In The Community 


Scripture: Matthew 25:37-40; John 17; Acts 
15:1-36; Philippians 2:12-18. Devotional Reading: 
Matthew 5:3-16. 


Introduction—Devotional Reading—Mjatt. 5:3-16 


Our citizenship is in Heaven. As citizens of the 
Kingdom our character is described in the Be- 
atitudes (3:12). Such people are indeed “Blessed”, 
even though the world treats us shamefully.. 


But we are to have a positive influence in the 
world. Light and salt are most necessary and 
useful. So are Christians. The world would sadly 
miss us if we were not here, for it would be a 
dark and decaying place. So we Christians are left 
in the world for a purpose. 


Our Golden Text tells us what that purpose is: 
“We are God’s fellow-workers.” This is a wonder- 
ful privilege and a grave responsibility. What sort 
of work does God expect of us? How can we work 
together with Him? The Scripture we study today 
will answer these and other questions. 


Matthew 25:37-40—“Ye Have Done It Unto 
One Of The Least.” 


The world is full of people like the ones de- 
scribed here; hungry, thirsty, strangers, naked, 
sick, and in prison. This is true in a literal and 
physical sense; it is even more true spiritually. 
Many who are well-fed and well-dressed, walking 
at liberty with healthy bodies, are sick of soul, 
starving, famishing, held in the prison house of 
sin, strangers to the household of faith, without 
God and without hope in the world. As we minister 
to their bodies let us remember their souls. 


Christ touched and healed and fed the bodies 
of men, but He always sought to reach the deeper 
more vital needs of their hearts. “Thy sins be for. 
given thee,” were the first words spoken to the 
man sick of the palsy. “Labor not for the food 
that perishes,” was the warning given to the five 
thousand He had fed. He led the blind man to gee 
spiritually as well as naturally. May we help Him 
in His loving ministry today, following His 
example, not neglecting men’s physical welfare | 
but always seeking his soul. If this principle were 
kept in mind in our humanitarian work of mercy 
it would yield eternal fruit. When we do it His | 
Way and in His name we are doing it best. 


Surely the world was never in greater need 
than today. 


John 17—“In The World— 
Not Of The World.” 


We could well spend all our time on this “Glory 
Chapter.” It begins in “Glory”; it ends in “Glory.” 
If man’s chief end is to glorify God and enjoy 
Him forever, we find our directions plainly given 
in this beautiful prayer, the High Priestly Prayer 
of our Lord. The Father glorifies the Son. The 
Son glorifies the Father. We are “kept” and 
“sent” into the world to glorify both by our lives 
and deeds. “I pray not that thou shouldest take 
them out of the world, but that thou shouldest 
keep them from the evil.” (Vs. 15) “As thou hast 
sent me into the world, even so have I also sent 
them into the world..” (Vs. 18). 


How can we best work together with Him? The 
answer is found in these two expressions: “In the 
World—Not of the world.” We are not to live the 
life of a hermit or ascetic, trying to get out of 
the world; neither are we to live a life conformed 
to the world, world-controlled and world-centered. 
We will never influence the world by living like 
the world. Some try this way. It was not the way 
of Christ. He was “in the world "in the truest 
sense; He mingled with men, took part in their 
joys and sorrows, ate and drank with Publicans 
and sinners, but was “not of the world.” He 
was holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sin- 
ners. If we, like Him, keep ourselves unspotted 
from the world, we can work with Him to save 
the world. 


He also prayed that we might be one—one in 
love; in our manner of life, not torn apart by 
worldliness and sin, but kept by His power and 
grace. He prays that we may be sanctified through 
the truth. We can find no more solemn and sacred 
words telling us of our place and purpose in His 
plan for our lives. He dedicates us all to the most 
noble task ever given to men—the task of being 
His representatives in a most corrupt world. 


Acts 15:1-36—‘“It Seemed Good To Us, 
Assembled With One Accord” 


We find Christians working together in_ the 
first Church Conference to discuss and settle 4 
problem which had arisen, and was disturbing the 
brethren: whether Gentiles had to become Jewish 
proselytes and observe the ceremonial law of 
Moses before they could become Christians. The 
decision was a sort of Magna Charta for the 
Church, and opened the way for world-wide mis 
sions. If all church conferences had been held 2 
the same spirit, with prayer and the evident pres 
ence and guidance of the Holy Spirit, Church His- 
tory would make more enjoyable reading. 
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Philippians 2:12-18—“Work Out—For 
It Is God Which Worketh In.” 


In these verses we are told to “work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is 
God which worketh in you both to will and to do 
of His good pleasure.” (Vss. 12-13). There is no 
thought here of “‘work salvation,” of course. We 
are saved by grace through faith. But saved peo- 
ple work out their salvation—make it a blessing 
to the world—by putting its principles into prac- 
tie each day; by working together with God in 
the application of our salvation to a world lost in 
sin. 


Part of this “working out” -is in the effect it 
has upon our life together as Christians. We do 


our work without murmurings and disputings; we 
are blameless and harmless, the sons of God in 
the midst of a crooked and perverse nation. It is 
a great thing to be a son of God in a world of 
sin. Jesus was The Son of God in the midst of a 
most perverse generation. We are to be sons of 
God. He was The Light of the world; we are to be 
lights in the world (Vs. 15). 


He held forth the Word of life. So we are to 
hold forth the same word of life. Thus we rejoice 
the hearts of all real workers for and with God. 
Paul calls such Christians his “crown of rejoic- 
ing.” 


Can we find a more glorious calling than to 
work with Him in all that He is trying to do today 
in our world? Does the world see Jesus in us? 





Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Nov. 18: Using The Bible. 


Introduction ; 
This topic for tonight warns us against two 
evils that we meet quite often. 


Once I heard about a woman who was in trouble 
so she thought that she would turn to the Bible 
for guidance. She took her Bible, shut her eyes, 
and let the Bible fall open where it would, and 
she put her finger down without any particular 
purpose and read these words,” Judas went and 
hanged himself.”” That was not much help, so she 
went through the same procedure again. This time 
her finger fell on the words “Go thou and do 
likewise.” This is a misuse of the Bible, and the 
topic reminds us that we ought to use the Bible 
correctly. 


But maybe some of the other warning bothers 
us most. A boy friend of mine left home to go 
work in another town, and his mother gave him a 
Bible. He promised her faithfully that he would 
begin at Genesis and read straight through the 
Bible. When he came home some months later 
he told her he had read his Bible every night. His 
mother went to his Bible opened it to the first 
chapter of Exodus and there she found the new 
ten dollar bill she had placed there when she had 
given him the Bible. He had not used it enough to 
find her gift. We do not want to misuse our Bible, 
but too often we just don’t use it at all. 


We want to use our Bibles and we want to use 
them correctly, but how shall we do it? Different 
people tell us different things about how to do it, 
whom shall we follow? Perhaps the best guide we 
tan find is to use the Bible just like Jesus Christ 
tid. Of course He only had the Old Testament, 
but He regarded it as the reliable Word of God, 


and so we can use our whole Bible in just the ; 


‘ame way that He did His Bible. 

B = used the Bible to find His life work. Luke 
b. He used the Bible to give authority to His 
Witness, Matt. 12:35-37. 


¢. He found strength in the Bible when in temp- 
tation, Matt. 4:1-11. 


d. He found comfort in the Bible in the hour 
of suffering. Matt. 27:46. 


Or another way to approach the subject would 
be to see what the Bible will do for us, and then 
we shall know when to study it. Using the Bible 
means that— 


a. It will uncover and convict us of the sin in 
our lives. Heb. 4:12. 


b. It cleanses us from the pollution of sin. 1 
John 1:9. 


ce. It will impart strength to us. Acts 20:32. 


d. It will instruct us in what we should do. 
Matt. 7:24-29. 


e. It will provide us with an offensive weapon 
against evil. Eph. 6:17. 


f. It will make our lives fruitful. Psalm 1:1-3. 


Worship Service 


Call to Worship: “Faith,” M. F. Jackson. (Christ 
in the Fine Arts Page 509). 

Hymn: “Break Thou The Bread Of Life.” 

Scripture Lesson: Psalm 119:97-112. 

Evening Prayer. 

Story: “Two Thousand Miles For A Book.” (Christ 
in Fine Arts, Page 517). Introduction by 
Leader. (Let him refer to fact that some care 
enough to go two thousand miles for a book, 
but we have it at hand if we only use it cor- 
rectly ... then work in introduction). 

Talks: I. How Jesus Used His Bible (above). 2. 

Talks: II. How Jesus Used His Bible (above). 2. 
What Proper Use of the Bible Will Do for Us. 

Hymn: “Seal Us O Holy Spirit.” 

The Benediction. 


Nov. 25: Men Made By The Bible. 


Introduction 


Often we hear of certain successful men who 
are self-made men, but the ideal for every life 
should be to become a God-made man. How can 
we become those who are God-made? By becoming 
men and women made by the Bible. What does 
that mean? 
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1. Every Christian is a Bible-made person. (a) 
A Christian is a person who has been born again. 
John 3:3. (b) A person is born again when they 
believe in Christ. John 3:86. (c) This kind of faith 
comes from our receiving the Word ef God. Rom. 
10:17. (d) So every Christian has been born again 
by means of the Spirit and the Word of God. 
1 Peter 1:23-25. 


2. Early Christians were made by the Word of 
God. (a) Converts were those who received the 
Word. Acts 2:41. (b) They continued in the teach- 
ing of the Word. Acts 2:42. 


To this general outline can be added many New 
Testament characters such as Paul, Peter, Barna- 
bas. John Mark, etc. Then some of the great early 
churchmen, and on down until you include some 
of the great missionary heroes of the past gen- 
eration. Your adult advisor can refer you to ma- 
terials that will present the lives of these Bible- 
made men. 


Worship Program 


Call to Worship: Poem, “The Bible,” by Whittier. 
(Christ in the Fine Arts Page 515). 


Hymn: “How Firm a Foundation.” 
Scripture Lesson: Psalm 119:129-144, 


Talk: “For Such An Age As This.” (Christ in the 
Fine Arts, Page 519). 

Introduction by the Leader. (Introduction above), 

Talks: One on “Every Christian A Bible-Made 
Person,” and on “Early Christians As Bible. 
Made Persons.” To these can be added the life 
stories of several missionary heroes who have 
been Bible-made men. You might try to in. 
clude certain ones that were reached when 
they were young and prominent in school, such 
as Borden of Yale or C. T. Studd. 

Hymn: “Faith Of Our Fathers Living Still.” 

Benediction. 


In the worship programs above the references 
to “Christ in the Fine Arts” is to Cynthia Pear] 
Maus’ book by that name, published by Harper 
Bros. This is a book that ought to be available to 
every leader for it has an excellent selection of 
poems, hymn interpretations, picture interpre- 
tations, and stories on almost any theme you will 
be using in preparing programs. 








Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Fauceite 
Church Woman’s Calendar 


November, 1945 


November 1-4: Closing days in the Week of Prayer 
and Self-denial for Home Missions. 


November 2: World Community Day to be observed 
by local Councils of Church Women. 


November 11: Young People’s Night. (Church wo- 
men assisting as needed). 


November 18-25: Orphans’ Homes Week. 


November Circle Topic: “Say So.” Is My Chris- 
tianity Reaching Out? Auxiliary Topic: “My 


Community - The Uttermost Part Of The Earth.” 


———————— 


November 11, 1945 


To those who were of an age to be impressed 
deeply with events that happened in 1918, No- 
vember 11 will recall mingled emotions of joy and 
sorrow—joy that a war had been declared at end; 
sorrow that many lives had been sacrificed be- 
cause of that deadly war. November 11, 1945, will 
mean in some measure the same—joy, sorrow, re- 
lease, relief, reunion. Our Church is observing Sun- 
day evening, November 11, as Young People’s 
Night, and it is so listed on “Our Church Program- 
Calendar Of Special Seasons And Days.” 


A chart prepared some time ago by the National 
Forum on Social Problems, Chicago, Ill., lists cer- 
tain basic needs of youth, as follows: 


Freedom to do and be. 
A family that appreciates. 
Friends who understand. 
Maturing love experience. 


Recreation that re-creates. 
Work that challenges. 
A philosophy that fits. 


Below this list are the words in large letters: 
“Are We Meeting These Needs?” Those who be- 
lieve in the church and church institutions know 
that the answer to that question can be made in 
the affirmative only as parents and those other 
adults who work with young people seek to give 
to them “Freedom in Christ,’”’ and the philosophy 
of which Dr. Henry H. Sweets so clearly wrote in 
his excellent book, “Planning The Good Life.” The 
message of this book is well summarized: 


“Religion is the life of God in the soul of man. 

“Tove is the real fundamental law of life. 

“Unselfish service is one of the first principles of 
life. 

“The good life is the God-planned life for each in- 
dividual.” 


Those four statements accepted, lived by, and act 
vated in the lives of men and women, boys and 
girls and the older young people of the day would 
do more to establish that orderly world which men 
want than anything that has yet been prepared. 


November 11, 1945, offers an opportunity for 
people interested in young persons to think afresh 
of the obligations adults have to youth, of the 
best gifts that they make to young people, and 0 
the strong influence often unconsciously made, by 
adults on those whose lives are being molded. A 
careful reading, or re-reading for many, of that 
book, “Planning The Good Life*,” can be a rich 
experience for adults who have the privilege 0 
working closely with young people, and for P® 
rents who have the obligation of training thelr 
children in the ways of righteousness and peace 
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November 11 will be observed in many com- 
munities as World Order Sunday. The family is 
the basic unit where such order begins. The Chris- 
on family seeks to teach and express in all its 
relationships such principles as these: 


Enjoy working and playing with others. 

Share in making decisions. 

Sek the other person’s point of view. 

Use individual initiative to benefit the group. 
Follow the rules that others are expected to fol- 
low. 

rust others to do things right. 

espect others, regardless of class, color, creed. 


ee each person as created in God’s image, and 
therefore worthy of good will, which is Chris- 
tian love. 


Such principles are the basis of democracy and 
have their rocts in the example and teachings of 
Jesus. Adults of the Church, are you meeting the 
reeds of youth? How democratic are you in your 
contacts with youth? The world needs more men 
and women who ean say to youth: “Hold fast the 
form of sound words, which thou hast heard of 
me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.” 
(Ii Timothy 1:18). 


*“Planning The Good Life” was the general 
study book throvghout the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., in the late winter, 1939. Copies will be 
found in many church libraries as well as homes 
of the Church. 








General Church News 


Executive Committee Of Foreign Missions 
Determines Far Ecst Re-entry Policies; 
Appoints Committces. 


At a conference of representative missionaries 
fom China, Japan and Korea with the Executive 
Committee of Foreign Missions held in Nashville 
October 9 and 10, plans were laid for the early 
re-opening of our work in the Far East, and the 
Executive Committee adopted policies regarding 
the re-occupation of mission fields in that part 
if the world. Information from Washington gives 
the hope that it may be possible within the reason- 
ably near future to return missionaries to Korea 
and China. 


The following committee was set up as a Sur- 
vy Committee for the Korea field: Rev. W. A. 
lintton, convener, Rev. D. J. Cumming, Rev. J. 
V.N. Talmage, Rev. J. Curtis Crane, Dr. R. M. 
Wilson, and Rev. Joseph Hopper, Sr. Alternates 
appointed were Rev. John E. Talmage and Dr. 
Loyd Boggs. 


In collaboration with the Foreign Missions Con- 
tence of North America and the International 
ussionary Council, the Executive Committee ap- 
pointed one of its missionaries, Rev. William A. 
Linton, to serve on an international and inter- 
ffnominational deputation to visit Korea as soon 
& possible. Other bodies collaborating in this 
project are: Australian Missionary Society, United 
Chureh of Canada, Presbyterian Church U.S.A., 
jethodist Board of Foreign Missions and Church 
ixtension, Seventh Day Adventists. This com- 
mittee will be charged with responsibilities of 
making a general survey and report, and it is 
‘pected that they will engage, too, in relief and 
rehabilitation. The army authorities in Korea 
te cooperating in this project and this commit- 
e will be given first priority in return to Korea. 


\ 


The following committee on survey for our 
China field was named: Rev. Lewis H. Lancaster, 
pvener, Rev. George A. Hudson, Rev. W. C. 
i ughlin, Rev. S. C. Farrior, Dr. Alex Moffett, 
he Marion W ilecox, Miss Marguerite Mizell, Rev. 
“bert J. McMullen, Rev. Frank A. Brown. Pass- 
rts for these workers have been applied for, and 
8 expected that they may be able to go to 
tina in the relatively near future. 


In addition to these persons named, a Com- 


mittee on Relief and Rehabilitation was also set 
up to return to China if possible with the above 
Survey Committee or as soon thereafter as may 
be possible for them to sail. The missionaries 
named on this committee are: Rev. Andrew Alli- 
son, Rev. John Minter, Rev. Raymond Womel- 
dorf, Mrs. W. C. McLauchlin, Miss Margaret Wood, 
Miss Gussie Fraser, Mrs. Lewis H. Lancaster, Miss 
Margaret Sells, Mrs. George A. Hudson, and Miss 
Charlotte Dunlap. 


Owing to the uncertainty and difficulty of ob- 
taining passports to Japan, the appointing of a 
committtee on survey for our work in that land 
was deferred. 


The general policy adopted at this meeting by 
the Executive Committee for re-entry into the 
‘ar East is as follows: 


The Executive Committee expresses its purpose 
to reenter at the earliest feasible moment the 
£51 


mission fields in China, Japan and Korea. 


It is recognized that changes of a major char- 
acter will have doubtless occurred and that plans 
for reentry into this service must be considered 
in an entirely new setting and with a reconsider- 
ation of plans and schedules of the service of for- 
mer years. 


In particular it is recognized that the months 
and years of stress through which the Christian 
fellowship in the Far East has passed during this 
var period, will doubtless have brought new ex- 
perience and insights that will presage an inde- 
pendence, vigor and sense of responsibility for the 
evangelization of these lands, on the part of the 
native churches, beyond anything which in pre- 
vious years has been known. 


It is recognized that proposals are being made 
by the Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America for committees of survey in these fields 
that will seek to provide an overall view of the 
total mission task, and which will possibly recom- 
mend measures of common procedure. The Execu- 
tive Committee wishes to express its interest in 
such plans and its desire to cooperate in them 
in so far as may be feasible. 


These committees will consult as fully _as_ pos- 
sible with the native church, seeking in all things. 
to know the mind of its leadership. 
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That as far as possible the work as it opens 
up shall in every case be considered in its relation 
to the total Protestant projection in these lands 
and that due consideration be given to the plans 
and work of other church groups, particularly the 
indigenous Churches themselves. 


That from the inception of our service in these 
lands particular attention shall be given to relief, 
self-support and the wisest adaptation of Mis- 
sionary life and service to the vigorous and inde- 
pendent growth of the Native Church. 


That the Executive Committee looks forward 
to sending a representative or representatives to 
these fields to discuss with the committees matters 
of post-war concern and in collaboration with 
them to make recommendations to the Executive 
Committee regarding future policies. 


Meeting Of Presbytery 
Of Dallas 


The Presbytery of Dallas met in Stated Fall 
Meeting at Bowie, Tex., on Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, September 25-26. Dr. W. B. Guerrant, Presi- 
dent of Austin College, was elected Moderator, 
and Rev. R. A. Deison was elected Press Reporter. 
Presbytery considered the new Stewardship Ask- 
ings of the General Assembly, but desired more 
time before final adoption, so it adjourned to 
meet in Dallas on October 5, at 4:00 P.M., in Ad- 
journed Meeting to decide upon and adopt the 
Benevolent Askings. 


The Commissioners elected to the General As- 
sembly next spring are: Ministers—Rev. 
Cowan, Rev. F. L. Shannon, Rev. John Knox Bowl- 
ing. Elders—Mr. Paul Donald, Bowie; Mr. Fred. 
L. Story, Wichita Falls; Mr. M. E. Baker, East 
Dallas Church, Dallas. 


The pastor-host, Dr. T. C. Vinson, was ill and 
could not attend the meetings. He is slowly im- 
preving. 


The new Director of Religious Education in 
Dallas Presbytery, Miss Ruby McDermott, was in- 
troduced to Presbytery. R. K. McCall, Stated Clerk, 
Dallas Presbytery. 


War Relief Committee 
By Vernon S. Broyles, Jr. 


The following telegram has just been received 
from Dr. Leslie B. Moss, Executive Director of 
the Church Committee on Overseas Relief and 
Reconstruction. I am sending copies of it by mail 
to each of our ministers. Our War Relief Com- 
mittee has authorized this step. I am hoping that 
our people will be given this opportunity of serv- 
ice. The telegram gives all necessary details and 
I shall be grateful for any publicity that can be 
a this matter. You know its urgency: as well 
as 


“News release from Geneva indicates World 
Council and European Churches desperately look- 
ing to American Churches for Clothing, Bedding, 
Shoes and other Relief needs. Similar requests 
for Korea, Philippines, Thailand. These present 
immense possibilities to which we would like to 


respond if churches will provide supplies, Ware. 
houses already prepared to receive immediately 
and pack. Shipping can be arranged so that 
prompt response will relieve much suffering this 
winter, Can you publicize your women’s societies 
ministers, young people’s groups and mobilize 
sending good clothing, shoes, bedding, etc. Clean 
mended as for own use to UNITED CHURCH 
SERVICE CENTER, either at New Windsor 
Maryland, or Modesto California. Wiring this ye. 
quest due to urgency of need.” 


CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


201 Washington Street, S.W. 
(Opposite Capitol) 
Rev. Stuart R. Oglesby, D.D. 


Pastor 
Atlanta 3, Ga. 


October 13, 1945, 


Dr. H. B. Dendy, 
“The Presbyterian Journal,” 
Weaverville, N. C. 


Dear Dr. Dendy: 


At a recent meeting of the Committee on Social 
and Moral Welfare, the chairman was instructed 
to write an appeal to the members of the Church 
for contributions to apply to the unmet responsi 
bility in the care of our Conscientious Objectors 
during the war. A brief article is enclosed and! 
trust that you will be able to publish it shortly. 


Sincerely yours, 
Stuart R. Oglesby. 


a: ns 


Conscientious Objectors 


The General Assembly of 1941 authorized the 
Committee on Social and Moral Welfare “to act 
as a Committee of the Presbyterian Church, US, 
in connection with the rights and needs of Cor 
scientious Objectors.”’ No instructions were given 
the committee and no funds were provided to 
carry out the task assigned. Later Assemblies ap 
propriated small sums to provide a spiritual] mi- 
istry to our members in Civilian Public Service 
Camps. 


in these camps. Since the living expenses of met 
in C.P.S. is not provided by the Government, It 
must be provided by friends or organizations out. 
side the Camps. The total unmet responsibility of 
our Church for the care of our C.P.S. members, 
on July 19, 1945, amounted to $641.31. This 
amount had been provided by the Americal 
Friends Service Committee. From time to tim 
during the war, reports were sent to us as 
formation and not as statements of an unpaid 
account, showing the amount expended for ol 
men by the historic peace churches. 


The war is now over but there are still thre 
Southern Presbyterians in C.P.S. Perhaps thet 
are those among our membership who would ~ 
to contribute toward the payment of the ee 
responsibility.” Checks for this purpose should 
sent to the National Service Board for Religi# 
Objectors, 941 Massachusetts Avenue, N. ™ 


Wasl 
scientio 
peniten 
by Cap 
Bureau 


“All 
ers the 
prepare 
from a 


Capt: 
each ré 
not be 
of cons 


period.’ 


ment is 
mission 
activitic 
througt 
their ré 





Nov. 1, 1945 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 17 





—_ 


Washington 1, D. C., and should be made pay- 
able to that Board. The Board has agreed to keep 
the writer informed of amounts received. 


This brief article and appeal is made by order 
of the Committee on Social and Moral Welfare 
who directed also that it be stated in the article 
that while no member of the Committee holds to 
the pacifist position, we believe most sincerely in 
freedom of conscience, and have sympathy for 
those Whose consciences forbid their taking part 
in war. —Stuart R. Oglesby, Chairman. 


(Editor’s Note: We print the above as news of 
the action of the Permanent Committee on Social 
and Moral Welfare. Certainly we feel that they 
are not voicing the desire of our Chuch in making 
this appeal for the support of the Conscientious 
Qbjectors. We do not feel that the Church has 
my obligation whatsoever for the support of these 
Conscientious Objectors. The Southern Presbyte- 
rian Church is not responsible for their attitude in 
this matter. Calvinism does not breed Pacifism 
- se it bring forth Conscientious Objectors. 
H.B.D. 


eR i een 


Denies COs Have Been Abused 


Washington, D. C.—Reported abuse of con- 
sientious objectors serving terms in the Federal 
penitentiary at Lewisburg, Pa., were denied here 
by Captain A. H. Conner, acting director of the 
Bureau of Prisons. 


“All of these rumors are started by the prison- 

ets themselves or their friends,” he said in a 
prepared statement. “I’ve never had one come 
from a responsible source.” 


Captain Conner added that after such rumors, 
each report is investigated and that “there has 
nt been a single authenticated case of abuse 
of conscientious objectors during the entire war 
period.” —R.N.S. 


a ee 


Fifteenth Annual Observance Men And 
Missions Sunday, Nov. 11, 1945 


The observance of Men and Missions Sunday 
offers ministers and chaplains everywhere, with 
the co-operation of laymen chosen by them, a spe- 
tial occasion to present the mission cause. 

he purpose of the Laymen’s Missionary Move- 
ment is to enlist the interest of men in Christian 
missions and to inspire them through all of its 
activities to support missions at home and abroad 
through the missionary boards and committees of 
their respective communions. 


What In This Day Of Victory 
By Dr. C. Darby Fulton* 


The end of the war confronts Christian missions 
with the greatest challenge in its history. 


In this day of victory, if we do not forget God 
upon whom we called in the hour of trouble; if we 
‘an stand against the temptation to lapse into 
selfishness, indulgence, and irresponsibility; if we 
‘an remember that spiritual concerns lie at the 
asis of all life; if we gladly contribute to the in- 
‘erests of the kingdom even a fraction of what we 

ve contributed to the necessities of war; if we 


can treble or quadruple our giving to take care of 
the devastations brought to missionary installa- 
tions around the world; if we can accord the same 
honor to those who go overseas in the service of 
Christ as we have given to our men in the armed 
forces; if we can be imbued with such loyalty, 
faith and fervor as should characterize our fealty 
to Christ—if we can do these things, there is be- 
fore us a glorious chapter of missionary history. 


All of this points to the necessity for greater 
emphasis upon the Laymen’s Missionary Movement 
in general and its Men and Missions feature in 
particular. 


A great deal of post-war planning has been done. 
This is all right where it denotes a forward- 
looking, provident policy, but it is dangerous if it 
merely persuades us to put off until tomorrow 
what ought to be done today. Now is the time for 
action. 


*Secretary of Foreign Mission Committee, Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. 


a 


Federal Council's Department Of Evangelism 
Issues A Call To The Churches 


(Adopted by the Department of Evangelism at 
its meeting on September 11 and by the Executive 
Committee, September 18). 


The time is at hand for evangelical Christianity 
to launch a movement to win America for Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Saviour. He alone can give 
us new life, and save us from self-destruction. He 
is inevitable and altogether sufficient. 


This is the hour for the Christian Church to 
acknowledge its stewardship as the custodian, in- 
terpreter, and ambassador of the Gospel of di- 
vine redemption and plead with men to be recon- 
ciled to God. Christians everywhere, in all the 
churches, are called upon to witness to the saving 
truth and the regenerating power of the gospel 
by word, as well as by deeds of love. 


The year 1945 will go down in history as the 
end of the worst war this world has ever known. 
Life and property were freely expended to rid the 
human scene of forces which, if victorious, would 
have made Christian faith and life difficult. The 
close of the war, however, has thrust us into a new 
and even more critical situation. The future of 
mankind is now brought before the bar of divine 
judgment. 


This nation has come into the possession of un- 
precedented power and influence, which may be 
used for weal or for woe. Our present goodness 
is not equal to our responsibility. Science has no 
adequate word of salvation to offer. We cannot 
return to a pre-scientific age. A purely secular 
education is also insufficient. The political insti- 
tutions which we build are not immune from 
the corruptions of evil-minded men. The new situ- 
ation puts demands upon us which cannot be evad- 
ed or taken lightly. God is speaking to us through 
these times in terms of invitation and warning. 


The weapons of war are silent. They are im- 
potent to generate the new life which is needed. 
It will be foolish to settle down into the indiffer- 
ence and apathy of normalcy; to do so is to sleep 
the sleep of death. It is man who must be changed! 
Through regeneration, new life can and must be 
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infused into the life of man and society. Faith in 
and repentance towards Jesus Christ are the only 
alternatives to man’s disintegration. 

The desolations in the earth cry out for restora- 
tion. Broken hearts cry out for healing. Hatreds 
in the human spirit must be eradicated by redemp- 
tive love. Mutual confidence must be rebuilt. The 
foundations of our social order must be recon- 
structed. The deliverance which is in Christ must 
be offered to those who ave the captives of fear 
and despair. And the compulsion of the love of 
Christ must become a power in the life of every 
Christian in these days of unusual opportunity for 
charity and good will to all who are in need. 


We call upon the churches to repent of their 
sins of omission and commission. We call upon 
them to awaken both to the danger and the oppor- 
tunity which stand like an open door before them. 
We call upon them to recover by prayer, study 
and fellowship the saving power of the gospel as 
a personal and corporate reality. We call upon 
them to witness with clarity, simplicity, conviction, 
love and unity to the truth and the grace that are 
in Jesus Christ to all men everywhere. We call 
upon all churches to make 1946 a special year of 
nation-wide lay evangelism, in order to reach the 
sixty millions in our land who are still outside 
the churches. 


Let them become concerned about the new mi- 
gration of our people which threatens the loss of 
many from church membership. Let them take 
the gospel by means of daily personal witness to 
neighbors, friends, and youth in every community. 
Let them release hundreds of thousands of lay- 
men, dedicated to this primary task of the church, 
and bring about a quiet, but potent, inflow of the 
knowledge and power of the crucified and risen 
Christ, which will rejoice the heart of God, revive 
the spiritual life of the churches, produce warm 
Christian fellowship, and promote the highest wel- 
fare of this nation and the world. 


We call upon the churches to undergird this 
plan by praying for the world; for the nation; 
for the churches, and for evangelistic workers. 
Prayer is the source and the support of Christian 
endeavor. God hears and answers the prayers of 
those who are concerned about the glorification 
of His name and the extension of His reign of 
righteousness and love. 


We call upon the churches to make this their 
primary effort during 1946. Billions have been 
spent to win the war on the field of battle. Millions 
of lives have been sacrificed in this terrible con- 
flict. Let us keep faith with this sacrifice! It is a 
silent, yet eloquent testimony to our need for the 
Gospel. Certainly the opportunity and the re- 
sponsibility of winning America for Christ will de- 
mand much more of us all. But the issue is not 
death, but new life from and with God—for 
individuals the churches, for the nation, and for 
the world. 


Federal Council Establishes 
Washington Office October 1 
New York (R.N.S.)—The Federal Council of 
Churches established a Washington office on Oc- 
tober 1 to furnish information and advice on 
legislative matters of interest to the churches, it 
Was announced here at the fall meeting of the 
Council’s executive committee. Cooperating in the 
venture are the Home Missions Council of North 
America and the International Council of Religious 
Education. 
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Dr. Benson Y.*Landis will be full-time secre 
tary of the office. He has been released for one 
year from his duties as associate secretary of the 
Federal Council’s Department of Research and 
Education, and as secretary of the joint Commit. 
tee on Town and County. 

Plans for the Washington office were launched 
more than a year ago at the request of local 
councils of churches, pastors, and denominational 
agencies. Half the cost of operation will be borne 
by the Council, and the rest by interested de. 
nominational boards. 


Three-fold purpose of the Washington office 
will be: 


1. To furnish prompt and authoritative notice 
about pending legislation and governmental di- 
rectives affecting the churches. 

2. To explain or interpret legislative and ad- 
ministrative acts. 


r; m 


3. To indicate to interested persons proper 
channels for contacts in Washington. 

The Federal Council’s action in creating a Wash- 
ington office emphasizes the increasing interest 
of religious circles in political action. Last year, 
the Congregational Christian Churches, through 
its Legislative Committee of the Council for Social 
Action, opened an office in Washington, and 
issues monthly bulletin, “Washington Report,” 
to publicize legislative action of general interest 
to the Church. 


The Religious Society of Friends has a Friends 
Committee on National Legislation, with an office 
in the capital, to assist its members to contribute 
effectively in shaping important decisions made 
by Congress and other agencies of the govern- 
ment. 


The Fraternal Council of Negro Churches in 
America also maintains a legislative office in 
Washington and issues regular “Reports to the 
Nation.” 

Non-denominational agencies operating in the 
political field include the United Christian Coun- 
cil for Democracy, the United Council of Church 
Women, and the Young Women’s Christian Asso 
ciation, the last two named cooperating politically 
with 18 national women’s organizations through 
the Women’s Joint Congressional Committee. A 
number of other groups also have part-time ob- 
servers in Washington. 


——--—4-25> 


Medical Missionary Tells Of New Drug In 
Treating Sleeping Sickness 
Minneapolis, Minn.—Use of a new drug in 
treating sleeping sickness, a disease estimated t 
have killed 50,000,000 in central Africa during 
the past 25 years, was described here by Dr 
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Alexander Kemp, Methodist medical missionary 
tationed in Angola, Portuguese West Africa. 


The drug, tryparsamide, which was developed 
by the Rockefeller Foundation, has been highly 
successful in reducing the number of deaths from 
the disease, Dr. Kemp told a district conference 
of the Methodist Church here. 


It is injected intravenously to kill parasites of 
the tsetse fly in the blood stream, Dr. Kemp said. 
About 10 injections are required to treat the 
disease. 


Blood of the water buffalo has been found to 
ea reservoir of infection of sleeping sickness. As 
result, one of the preventives is to kill off thé 
water buffalo, Dr. Kemp revealed.—R.N.S. 
——___o-«<a3>- e —__ 
a 
Church Group Seeks Closed 
Tt 
Sunday In Tampa 
Tampa, Fla.—The Committee on Christian Prin- 
ciples has filed suit in Cireuit Court seeking to en- 
join Sunday liquor sales in Tampa. The suit is the 
culmination of a long fight waged by the Tampa 
Ministerial Association to halt the opening of bars 
on Sunday, aiter they had been closed for a brief 
time this summer. 


The Committee on Christian Principles is com- 
psed of ministers and lay workers who met to 
wage a fight for Sunday closing after the bars 
were reopened.—R.N.S. 

=. —___—_ 


Gideons To Refurnish Hotels 
With 500.000 Bibles 

Chicago, Ill—The Gideons will shortly begin to 
refurnish hotels with 500,000 Bibles to replace 
those worn out during the war years, it was re- 
vealed here by Charles P. Eisenmayer, executive 
director of the laymen’s organization. 

While the Gideons are best known for their dis- 
tribution of Bibles to hotels and institutions, Mr. 
Eisenmayer said members are planning an ex- 
panded youth program as their major postwar 
project. Copies of the New Testament will be 
given to the 46,000,000 Americans who, accord- 
ing to the Gideons estimate, are between the ages 
of five and twenty-four years, he reported. 


In the past four years, Mr. Eisenmayer said, 
the 16,000 Gideons gave 9,074,728 Bibles to Army 
and Navy personnel. 


The Gideons will soon begin construction on a 
new $150,000 office building here to serve as 
national headquarters. The three-story structure is 
scheduled for completion in the spring.—R.N.S. 

a & ee O 


Urges Increase In Sunday 
Evening Services 


New York—An increase in Sunday _ evening 
services by Protestant Churches throughout the 
nation was urged here by the Department of 
Evangelism of the Federal Council of Churches. 


The Rey. Harold H. McConnell of the Depart- 
ment of Evangelism staff declared that in the 
decline of the Sunday evening service the Protes- 
tant Church has lost a “strong right arm for 
evangelistic emphasis.” 


Making a special appeal to pastors who do not 


hol evening services in their churches to stir up 
interest through a laymen’s campaign of visitation 
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evangelism, the Department offered several sug- 
gestions for holding successful services. 


Results of a questionnaire sent recently to 100 
ministers by the Department revealed that those 
evening services are most successful which are 
held all year around, are conducted informally 
with emphasis on worship, make a special appeal 
to youth, rely on gospel preaching with timely 
themes, and are limited to an hour.—R.N.S. 


ee! ——e 


Mission Boards Are Buying 
Surplus Supplies 


New York—U. S. Army and Navy surplus war 
supplies, now held for disposal in various parts of 
the world, may be purchased by American foreign 
mission boards, it was reported here by Miss Sue 
Weddell, executive secretary of the Foreign Mis- 
sions Conference of North America. 


Needs of a number of mission boards have al- 
ready been filed with the Government, Miss Wad- 
dell said, and others are invited to make up their 
lists at once and advise mission personnel to con- 
tact their area offices —R.N.S. 


—_————-o 


Woman's Temperance Union Gains 
36,037 Members In Year 


Chicago—The National Women’s. Christian 
Temperance Union has reported a membership 
gain of 36,037 during the past fiscal year, making 
a total membership of over 400,000 persons in 
the United States, Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, 
and the Virgin Islands. The executive board re- 
ported that 675 new WCTU and affiliated unions 
have been organized during the year.—R.N.S. 


—_——__ 6-2 


Lutheran Radio Program To Be 
Rebrocdcast In Foreign Countries 


Chicago—-The Lutheran Hour’s weekly religious 
radio program will soon be rebroadcast by 36 
stations in Australia, nine in Italy, one in Greece, 
and one in Lisbon, Portugal, it was announced 
here by Dr. Walter A. Maier, speaker on the pro- 
gram. 

Dr. Maier said the broadcasts in Europe, ex- 


pected to cost $1,000,000 annually, are designed 
“to combat Europe’s rampant materialism and 
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atheism with the Christian gospel.” 


The Lutheran Hour’s regular broadcast over 
714 stations in this country already is run on a 
million-dollar budget, he reported, with most of 
the funds coming from voluntary contributions 
by listeners. The foreign venture will be financed 
principally through the Lutheran Laymen’s 
League, which sponsors the project. 


Two new super-power outlets have recently been 
purchased near the Mexico, border, Dr. Maier 
said, and offices have been opened in Rio de 
Janiero and Buenos Aires, where his sermons have 
been rebroadcast for the past few years. He added 
that the Lutheran Hour planned to have its own 
stations in Europe within a year or so.—R.N.S. 


———— 


Rare Bible Found In Warsaw 


New York—A first edition of the “Martin 
Luther Bible” has been unearthed deep in_ the 
cellars of the Reformed Evangelical Church in 
Warsaw, according to a report received here by 
the Polish Press Agency. The Bible contains 
Luther’s translation of the Scriptures from He- 
brew into German and was printed under his 
direction more than 400 years ago. 


Another find was two copies of the first Bible 
translated into Polish for the Calvinist denomina- 
tion, under the patronage of the famous Radziwill 
family, which later became converted to Roman 
Catholicism. Dated 1563, these are known as the 
Brzesc Bibles and are especially rare.—R.N.S. 
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Ask Army And Navy To Release 
Missionary Doctors And Nurses 


New York—Release of missionary doctors and 
nurses as soon as feasible for return to their re. 
spective foreign fields has been requested of the 
Army and Navy by the Christian Medical Coungjj 
for Overseas Relief, a committee of the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America. The ap 
proaches were made in behalf of member boards 
of the Conference.—R.N.S. 


+ * ee 


Dr. Godbold Turns Down Southern 
Baptist Executive Post 


Pineville, La.—Dr. Edgar Godbold, president of 
Louisiana College, has decided he “cannot ae. 
cept” the position of executive secretary of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, to which he was 
elected by the convention’s executive committee 
in September. 

Dr. Godbold, who has been a leader in Baptist 
work in Texas, Missouri and Louisiana, had been 
chosen to succeed Dr. Austin Crouch, who de- 
sires to retire after 18 years’ service.—R.N.S, 


(a 


FREE WILL BAPTIST MEMORIAL 
IN N. C. TO HONOR WAR DEAD 


Wilson, N. C.—The North Carolina Free Will 
Baptist Church Association has obtained an option 
on 115 acres of land, including a 35-room build- 
ing, at Black Mountain, N. C., and plans to estab- 
lish an assembly there which will be known as 
Cragmont. It will be a memorial to members of 
the Church who lost their lives in World War IL 


—R.NS. 





BOOK REVIEWS 


TREASURES OF HOPE 


Alfred Doerffler. Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis, Mo. Price $2.00. 


The first thing that is imperative about this 
book is its large, clear type. The publishers state 
that the large type is used especially for the 
benefit of all whose eyesight is growing dim as 
the evening shadows lengthen. It certainly adds 
to the attractiveness and readability of the book. 


We may describe this volume as a book of de- 
votion designed especially for people beyond mid- 
dle age. It is divided into two parts. The first sec- 
tion gives a Scripture portion, a prayer and a 
hymn for each morning and evening, covering a 
period of four weeks. The second part is entitled 
“Alone With God,” and presents prayers for var- 
ious experiences common to most people. As a 
specimen of the second section we quote an ap- 
propriate prayer prior to an operation. “O Lord, 
the hour has come in which I must face this oper- 
ation. In Thy name and under Thy protecting arm 
I can go into this darkness without fear. Thou art 
with me. Thou dost not slumber nor sleep while I 
am in this deep sleep of unconsciousness, unaware 
of all that is done. Guide the hands of the surgeon. 
Bless the nurses who take care of me. Lord, every 
sin which I have committed, forgive. Bring peace 
to my heart, and let me build my hope on Jesus 
Christ and His precious blood. Then no one can 
separate me from Thy love. And now, Lord God, 
I am at peace with Thee. Thy forgiveness is in my 


heart. Thou art holding me in the hollow of Thy 
hand and wilt not fail me. Grant that this oper- 
ation be successful and helpful, and let me awaken 
praising Thee in Christ Jesus, my Lord. Amen.” 


We are sure this book would be deeply appre 
ciated by Christian people advanced in age or con- 
fined to their homes because of infirmity. Women 
Auxiliaries should distribute copies to ‘the home 
circle.” —John R. Richardson. 


——___—_. <<» +e 


HANDBOOK OF CHRISTIAN ETIQUETTE 


By Mrs. W. B. Riley. Published By Bruce Pub- 
lishing Company, St. Paul, Minn. Price $1.00. 


Have you ever found yourself faltering over 
introductions; or debating how to return 4 
courtesy, or what to say in a given instance? 
While not intended to be an exhaustive study on 
Etiquette, this handbook does an excellent job in 
furnishing valuable material for those who desire 
to do “the nicest things in the nicest way.” It 
gives a very informative and sincere treatment ¢ 
the fundamentals of wholesome Christian _ living, 
covering all phases of life, from the time of court 
ship to the founding of the home, and including a 
varied selection of situations in which it pays 
to know what to do. “It will prove to be an it 
valuable help to all who have any tendency to be 
come “baffled and bothered” about matters of 
etiquette—as well as to all who already “know 
their way around.” Keep this book in a convenient 
place where you can refer to it readily. 

—Janella Williams. 
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DISTINGUISHED AMERICAN JEWS 


Vol. VI Creative Personalities. Edited by P. 
Henry Lotz. Published by Associated Press, 347 
Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. Price $1.50. 


Strictly speaking, the term “creative” should 
be applied solely to God. Creation implies a pro- 
duction of something out of nothing. This power, 
God has not delegated to His creatures. We feel 
tht this series could be more accurately called 
“Interesting Personalities.” 


This particular volume gives us_ intimate 
glimpses of twelve distinguished Jews, including 
a journalist, a nurse, a statesman, a Rabbi, a 
gientist, a motion picture producer, a founder 
of a movement, and a justice of the Supreme 
Court. It points out how the Jew has made his 
own unique contribution in the field of medicine, 
sience, music, literature, law, philanthropy, and 
religion. These twelve Jews represent the cream 
of four and one-half million Jews in America. It 
wuld be as great a mistake to contend that these 
twelve personalities are typical Jews as to affirm 
that the crooked “Kike” is a typical Jew. No race 
can be approved in toto, and neither can a race 
be condemned en masse. Anti-semitic propaganda 
anda wholesale defense of the Jewish race should 
both be read with discrimination, seeking only to 
know the truth. 


Any reader of this volume should remember 
tht humanitarianism is one thing and Christianity 
is another. It must not be forgotten that distin- 
gushed American Jews need Christ just as des- 
prately as Saul of Tarsus needed Him. With 
these cautions in mind, this book may be appraised 
as entertaining and informative. 

—John R. Richardson. 
——————_—> <3 +e = 
HOW THINGS BEGAN 


By Henrietta E. Gosselink. Published By Wm. 
B, Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 
Mich, Price 50 cents. 


Inended to be used for Primaries and Juniors, 
this book contains an interesting group of lessons 
for teaching children about the Origin of Things. 
The first group of lessons deal with God and His 
creative work, and the predicaments man first 
gets into. The second group of lessons are con- 
temned with things pertaining to Christianity—the 
Bible, Christmas, Easter, etc. Each lesson follows 
4 prescribed outline. At the beginning of every 
chapter there are source materials, Biblical texts, 
and a meditation for the teacher. Another good 
feature is the Activity Period, allowing for child 
participation. Each lesson closes with memory 
verses, and guided conversations or tests. 


This is a delightful book of story-lessons, 
written in such a way as to be appealing to the 
child, and at the same time furnish him with a 
foundational knowledge of the way things began. 
It lends itself easily to teaching purposes, and 
should be of decided value to those who deal with 
Inquisitive young minds who want to know the 
How and the Why of Things.—Janella Williams. 

oe 
ADVENTURES IN SOUL WINNING 
By Rev. O. E. Sanden. Published by Rev. O. E. 


den, Centreville, Miss. Price 35¢ singl . 
ties See $1.00. Ss 1ce ce single copy; 


Phe Rev. Oscar E. Sanden has been lavishly en- 
owed with evangelistic talent. He has excelled in 
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both individual and public evangelism. He has 

gleaned from his many interesting experiences a 

number of instances in which God used him to 

bring lost sinners to a saving knowledge of Christ 

the Savior. There is a fascination about each story 

o- reminds us of Harold Begbie’s Twice Born 
en. 


Mr. Sanden has been stressing the need of a 
new spiritual awakening for several years and in 
doing so has sought to secure four specific goals. 
First, the restoration of the Bible to its place of 
supremacy; second, the recognition and leadership 
of the Holy Spirit; third, the removal of iniquitous 
practices of society; and fourth, the revival of 
personal and public soul winning. The last ob- 
jective is the one emphasized in this little book. 
It should serve as a real inspiration and encourage- 
ment for the practice of soul winning. It should 
be of absorbing interest to boy or girl, man or 
woman, layman or minister. 

—John R. Richardson. 


<>< 
FROM CANA TO CALVARY 


By Harry Rimmer, D.D., Sc.D. Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Price $1.25. 


This is the last in a series of four books by Dr. 
Rimmer on “Calvary.” In this one Dr. Rimmer 
takes five events in the life of the Master in 
chronological order, though some of them are 
widely separated in time, and enlarges on the 
significance of these events to one who will re- 
spond to them in faith. These five events stretch 
from the first miracle in Cana of Galilee to the 
crucifixion. 


These chapters are alike in one respect; they 
are of an evangelistic nature, and have an appeal 
to the person who is not a believer. On the other 
hand, these chapters are all different; the first one 
teaches, the second preaches, the third is devo- 
tional, the fourth deals with a perplexing question, 
and the fifth one challenges. 


This is again a book in which the author calls 
upon the reader to rise up and dedicate the best 
within himself to God. This is a rare thing; a de- 
votional book which is also evangelistic. It is both 
a school and an armory; it instructs the saint and 
gives him ammunition to use in dealing with the 
sinner. As source material for either revival ser- 
mons or Holy Week sermons this book compares 
more than favorably with any its size. 

—E. McKinley Weaver. 


> 2 
THE BIBLE SPEAKS OF OUR DAY 


George Barclay. Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. Price $1.00. 


Dr. George Barclay is an eminent minister of 
the Presbyterian Church of England. Recently he 
served as moderator of that Church. The contents 
of this book were used first as lectures in North- 
umberland Square Presbyterian Church, North- 
umberland, England. The series is based on pas- 
sages of Scripture from both the Old and New 
Testaments which relate to the present world sit- 
uation. His book is grounded on the convictions 
and experience that through the Bible God is 
speaking to us in our day. He is convinced that 
the Bible is the channel through which the living 
God speaks His living Word to those who are will- 
ing to study, to listen and to obey. He is per- 
suaded that the Bible is a book of hope for bad 
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times. He stresses the fact that no man is equip- 
ped for life unless he has something to hold on to 
when he meets rough weather. He believes that 
the Bible gives a worthwhile answer to the ques- 
tion, ‘What have you to say when life goes wrong 
and days are dark?” Facing a war-devastated 
world he writes: “If we take the Bible seriously, 
it will show us that the days of calamity, both per- 
sonal and national, can be days of growing faith 
and growing knowledge of God ... We are being 
given a chance to learn the lesson which long ago 
was taught by the prophets of Israel, the lesson 
that when history is being made the living God is 
being active.” 


Throughout this book the message of the Bible 
is interpreted and related to our day with re- 
markable skill. The author concludes that the so- 
lution of life’s problems is to be found in our 
Christian faith, Christian standards of conduct, 
and Christian fellowship gathered out of all na- 
tions. As we look into the future and plan for re- 
construction this little book will be helpful. It 
should prove interesting to either minister or lay- 
man. —John R. Richardson. 


_—_——_s 2 eo __—_ 
UNDERSTANDING THE CHILD 


By Albert Schmeiding. Published by The Con- 
cordia Publishing House, Saint Louis, Mo. Price 


Realizing that the training of children is “fre- 
quently in the hands of conflicting and opposing 
forces,” the author has sought with this book to 
bring about a greater unity among those concerned 
with the education of the child. Unique then in 
its purpose, this book is also different in that it 
is written with a genuine Biblical approach. The 
author stresses that the book is intended mainly 
for Christian workers and parents. While giving 
proper recognition to the value of scientific study, 
he states that “the scientist cannot answer ques- 
tions about life and death, immortality and re- 
demption.” It is his conviction also that the child 
has inherited a sinful nature, and in the light of 
this truth he urges early religious training. He 
tells us, “Instruction in the Word of God, the 
norm of life, then becomes the chief obligation 
of the Christian parent and educator.” 


The first part of the book, “Perplexing Prob- 
lems and Methods of Analysis,” gives a very com- 
plete discussion of the various methods of study- 
ing children, with the author’s helpful suggestion 
as to the right and wrong use of these methods. 
Part Two, “The Growing Child,” takes up the 
child as he grows mentally and physically, and 
in particular abilities. This should be especially 
interesting to teachers. The third part, “The De- 
veloping Personality of the Child, is concerned 
with the interests, emotions, and behaviour of the 
normal child. There is also an excellent chapter 
on the child of special needs, which outlines a con- 
structive program for helping him. In conclusion, 
the author emphasizes that “to believing Chris- 
tians, psychology is not a master, but a useful 
servant.” 


Written in a simple, clear-cut style, with ade- 
quate explanation for scientific terms, and stress- 
ing the importance of Christian training, this book 
should prove very helpful to Christian parents, 
teachers, and workers who are interested in under- 
standing the child. —Janella Williams. 
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THE ROYAL SUFFERER 


‘ 7 a — a Published by Wm 
. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand ide 
Mich. Price $1.50. serie 


Taking his theme from the words of Our Lord 
on the Emmaus Road, “Ought not the Christ to 
have suffered these things, and to enter into his 
glory?” the author gives us a fresh and inspirin 
treatment of the glory of the sufferings of Christ, 
Christ came into this world to suffer—a King who 
chose to take the lowly road of suffering that He 
might battle His way into the Kingdom via the 
Way of the Cross. True, He was offered the king. 
doms of the world if He would obey the Prince of 
Darkness. But therein lies the uniqueness of this 
king. His purpose was to raise things to the higher 
level of the eternal Kingdom. Thus, the Royal 
Sufferer, ever trusting His Father, went His lonely 
way, utterly rejecting all materialistic overtures, 


The author specifically points out the spiritual 
nature of a Kingdom that must needs be won 
through sorrow and pain. Christ deliberately dis. 
illusioned those Jews who, wanting only the bread 
such as He gave on the mountain-side, found it too 
hard to accept a Messiah who offered them His 
flesh and blood to eat and drink. A King without 
an army, Christ spurned the way of the sword, 
seeking to establish His kingdom of righteousness 
through His death on the cross. And so on, Christ 
is pictured as a King without His birthright, shorn 
of glory—a public spectacle, suffering deep hv- 
miliation. But wait—here is the Divine purpose at 
work. Other kings have fallen in battle. Was their 
suffering essential to their kingship? No, it is only 
the Royal Sufferer who must die to establish His 
Kingdom. He does not merely suffer in battle; His 
suffering is His battle. And the moment of His 
apparent defeat is the moment of His final victory. 
For He broke the bonds of death, and returned 
from the grave to stand revealed as the Lord of 
heaven. The Via Dolorosa has become the tri- 
umphal march of the Royal Sufferer into the glory 
of His Kingdom. —Janella Williams. 
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SERMONS ON LEADING 
BIBLE THEMES 


Rev. Paul S. Rhodes, D.D. Published by Rev. 
Paul S. Rhodes, Pontotoc, Miss. Price 65c. 


An excellent series of expository sermons, very 
forcibly setting forth in a most fearless manne, 
the Scriptural plan of salvation with general yet 
most complete survey from the fall through the 
preparatory revelations of God and His final vie 
tory over Satan and his forces. 


God is clearly presented both as a sin-avenging 
God and God whose ruling motive is love. The 
prophecies are unfolded by the writer so that God's 
purposes, plans and decrees are brought a to 
the attention of the reader. God’s righteous deal 
ings with nations and His ability to award a m® 
tion for righteousness or to punish wickedness 8 
brought to the mind of the reader. One who reads 
realizes the truth of the Scripture: “Blessed 3 
that nation whose God is the Lord.” And at the 
same time that: “He is able to make the wrat), 
whether of individuals or nations to praise Him 


A fitting climax is reached in the presentatio 
of the ultimate victory of the Lord Jesus and 
Church. The book, though not of great le 
should prove a valuable asset to Bible students 
teachers and ministers. —R. L. Landis. 
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Some Thoughts On The 
Five Points 


THE AUBURN AFFIRMATION 
By Rev. T. P. Horger* 


The article by Dr. Dunbar H. Ogden in the 
August 1 issue of the Christian Observer inspired 
this article. He made a good argument in favor 
of church union, but I shall not touch on that. 
| wish to state very simply and briefly what is 
mone preacher’s mind concerning the Five Points. 


1. The first point of the Five points, as we 
i] know, deals with “inspiration.”” Who decided 
what books should or should not be included in 
the New Testament, and when and where? “Why 
were there not more nor fewer than twenty-seven 
hooks?” It seems that this decision was not made 
ly any one man or group of men, at any given 
time or place, nor by express resolution or decree, 
sa vote is passed. It seems that the New Testa- 
ment, as we have it, came to us by the providence 
of God. It was “God breathed” into the natural 
md universal public opinion af Christians. One 
durch and another, one writer and another spon- 
tmeously accepted the inspired Book from the 
lving Force of inspiration, itself, and rejected 
the Apocryphal ones because they had not this 
living Force. “All Scripture is given by inspiration 
ofGod ...” 2 Tim. 3:16. 


This process was rapid and decisive; it had in 
il probability become substantially complete be- 
fore the death of John, the last of the Apostles, 
thich took place about 100 A.D. But it appears 
tt about 264 years passed by as the New Testa- 
ment settled down firmly as the inspired word 
of God. By this I do not mean that God said every- 
thing that was said in the Bible, but that the Bible 
has come to us just as God wanted it to. Then, the 
mall provincial Council of Laodicea, ..64 A.D., 
formally voted what books should be constituted 
the New Testament. 


As to the inerrancy of the Scriptures, there 
wises the problem of man-made language. Man 
snot perfect, nor is his language perfect. Yet 
God uses the language of men to give them the 
Bille as they have it, from Genesis to Revelation. 
Then, by what means can God’s Word perfectly 
eter the minds and hearts of Men? The Holy 
hirit can and will reveal its true meaning to 
uyone whom He has made sufficiently desirous 
id humble to receive it. 


2. I believe precisely what the Bible says con- 

tming the Virgin Birth. I believe what our Con- 
lesion of Faith, the Westminster Confession of 
tith, says about the Virgin Birth because it 
grees with the Bible. 


3. 1 believe what the Bible says about the Atone- 
ment of Jesus Christ. Justice must be satisfied. 
e€ wages of sin is death.’”’ Mercy must be satis- 
because “God is love.” God the Father could 
have shown His supreme love to men in any 
way than to give His very best, His most 

ved Possession, His Son, Jesus Christ. His Son 
‘uld not have shown His supreme love for the 
Father than to obey Him. Neither could the Son 
have shown His supreme love for men than to have 
as He did. The question for you and me is, 
ow can we show our supreme love for God, 
te Father and God, the Son? The good old hymn 
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sums it up pretty well; “Trust and obey.” 


4. Concerning the resurrection body, and the 
key word being the adjective “same,” it seems 
that this adjective can be made more under- 
standable by the use of another adjective, “glori- 
fied.” The “same” body, but a “glorified” body. 


5. Christ was supernatural; He was God-Man. 
He did everything the Bible said He did. “For 
with God nothing is impossible.” Lk. 1:37. 


“But he that lacketh these things is blind, and 
cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he 
was purged from his old sins.” 2 Pet. 1:9. 


*Pastor of 


Tryon-Columbus Presbyterian 
Churches. 
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General MacArthur 
Is Right 


General Douglas MacArthur is one of the tower- 
ing personalities of our day. History grants it to 
very few to come back from such depths of defeat 
to such a pinnacle of power and victory. General 
MacArthur is a master strategist and he is a clear 
thinker in the realm of human problems. Again he 
showed this when at the conclusion of the sur- 
render ceremonies aboard the U.S.S. Missouri he 
said: “The problem basically is theological and 
involves a spiritual recrudescence and improve- 
ment of human character that will synchronize 
with our almost matchless advance in science, art, 
literature and all material and cultural develop- 
ments of the past two thousand years. It must be 
of the spirit if we are to save the flesh.” 


Here is echoed a fundamental aspect of the 
message of the Bible. The Bible tells us plainly 
that the heart of man is corrupt; Jesus said: 
“From within, out of the heart of men, proceed 
evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 
thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, blasphemy, 
pride.” (Mark 7:21-22). And the Bible tells us 
that by the atoning death of Christ there have 
been brought to men regeneration and new life: 
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new.” (II Cor. 5:17). The Bible 
thus has the message of power that is needed for 
these critical days—-power that saves from the 
guilt and condemnation of sin, and power that 
transforms men into lovers and doers of right- 
eousness. How can a thoughtful person deny that 
our first duty is to hear and receive the message 
— o offer and the Redeemer presented in the 

ible 


General MacArthur is right, for it is a Biblical 
principle that he enunciates. 


“O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the 
Lord.” —The Home Evangel. 
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FACTS AND MYSTERIES OF THE 
CHRISTIAN FAITH 


By Albertus Pieters, D.D., Dosker-Hulswit Pro- 
fessor of English Bible and Missions, Western 
Theological Seminary, Reformed Church America, 
Cloth $1.50. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 


“One of the simplest and richest apologetics for 
the Christian faith we have ever read ... Its style 
is terse and gripping, its logic irresistible.” The 
late Dr. Henry E. Dosker, Professor of Church 
History, Louisville Theological Seminary. 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Nov. 1, 1945 





“TI became so interested in it that I could scarce- 
ly put it down when I opened it the first time. It 
is remarkably clear and convincing.” Dr. E. Y. 
Mullins, President of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 


“Here is a piece of constructive work that 
worth all the polemical discussion of the past 
dozen years and a hundred volumes. Never was I 
so deeply impressed with that which I have held as 
fundamental, that constructive presentation of 
truth is the proper apologetic. This is persuasive 
and winning.” The late Dr. Melvin Grove Kyle, 
Editor of “The Bibliotheca Sacra.” 


“We have found the book such entrancing read- 
ing that we read and read and read Saturday night 
and Sunday, until by Sunday night we had read it 
to the very last of its 198 pages. The style of the 
book is clear as crystal from beginning to 
end ... A delightful quality of the book is the 
warm devotional tone that runs throughout.” Dr. 
John E. Kuizenga, Professor of Apologetics, 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 


oe 


CHRIST—THE HOPE OF GLORY 


The Sprunt Lectures delivered at Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, Richmond, Va. 1940. Pages 326. 
Price as advertised by Eerdmans $3.00. 


We are offering one copy of the above book to 
everyone who will send us in ten new one-year 
subscriptions to The Southern Presbyterian Jour- 
nal at one dollar each. 


— 
—_ 
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Wess oF The Family Group Or 


The Boy Or Girl 10-13 
AS THE DAY BEGINS 


By Elizabeth McE. Shields 


$2.00 


This daily devotional guide, beautifully 
bound and with colored, illustrated jacket, 
has rapidly achieved a place of pre-eminence 
among those who seek to make the family 
worship suit every age. Boys and girls, 10-13, 
enjoy having a book for private devotional 
use, in their own language and experience- 
range. 


TUTTTTENNN 
Presbyterian Book Stores 


8 North Sixth Street, Richmond 9, Virginia. 
1814 Main Street, Dallas, Texas. 











FOURTH YEAR OF 


THE HOME MISSION EMERGENCY 
FUND CAMPAIGN 


WEEK OF PRAYER AND SELF-DENIAL 
October 28 — November 4 
Orror run itz UNLIMITED NOW 


Moving Millions On The March 
America’s Uprooted People Moving Our Way 
Industry In South Will Continue To Expand 
Every Major City Prepared For Great Growth 
Readjustment Of Freight Rates Boon To South 


CHURCH MUST KEEP PACE 
Spiritual Growth Must Match Material Progress 
GOAL $335,000 


SPONSORED BY 
THE ASSEMBLY’S HOME MISSION COUNCIL 


573 WEST PEACHTREE ST. ATLANTA, GEORGIA. 
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